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Fiona Murphy podcast 
 

Interviewer Hello, and welcome to this Jisc podcast interview. In this series we’re chatting to teams 
running projects being funded by Jisc’s research data spring project to find out more 
about what they’re developing. Today I’m speaking with Fiona who is part of a team 
working on a project to give researchers credit for their data. Hello Fiona. 

Fiona Murphy Hi Holly. 

Interviewer First of all, could you just introduce yourself please? 

Fiona Murphy Hi, thanks. Yes, as you say I’m part of the team working on the project giving 
researchers credit for their data. I’m the project manager, so basically I’m setting up 
running, minuting meetings, trying to remind people that they need to do what they 
promised they were going to do, and try and keep us on some sort of roadmap so that 
we can progress what we’re wanting to achieve in this phase of the project. 

Interviewer We’ve said that your project is giving researchers credit for the data they’re using, could 
you expand on that a little bit? 

Fiona Murphy Yes, of course. Basically we’re aware that increasingly people and researchers are being 
called upon to place their research data into institutional or other repositories but it’s 
then not necessarily easily found or re-used, and the incentives, apart from complying 
with mandates for the researchers, aren’t that great. So what we’re doing is trying to 
set up a one click process whereby the data with accompanying meta data can be 
transferred from the repository to a publisher’s platform as a data paper which can be 
cited and which can be regarded as an accreditable research output. 

Interviewer Who else has been working with you on the team? 

Fiona Murphy The PIs, principal investigators, are Neil Jeffries and Lucie Burgess of the Bodleian 
Libraries, and the other key coordinator is Thomas Ingraham from F1000Research; they 
generated the idea and took it to the first research data spring meeting. Since then 
we’ve actually been gathering interest from other potential partners, particularly 
because we want to be working on a practical prototype in this stage of the project. 
These include Elsevier and Ubiquity Press, Figshare and the ORCID team as well. 

Interviewer Why did you choose to tackle the particular problem you’re looking to address? 

Fiona Murphy As mentioned, Neil and Lucie and Thomas actually pulled the original concept together 
in response to the research data spring call for ideas, and then I actually met them at 
the first meeting and agreed to join the project at that point. The reason that I was 
really interested in this topic was actually I’d been doing some work with one of the 
Research Data Alliance working groups on publishing data and workflows, so in fact I 
was already sitting on the first piece of work that they were needing to do, so it’s 
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something that I’d been thinking was very important, doing a lot of work in a slightly 
different group and this fed really well into this project. 

Interviewer You mentioned that you are working with some kind of practical prototypes, could you 
give us a couple of examples of really tangible things that I might be able to get my 
head round a little bit about what you’re trying to deliver? 

Fiona Murphy In phase 1 we basically developed the workflow and put out a survey to repositories and 
publishers to explain the concept of the output and to check that there was an interest 
and a need and it felt technically possible to people. So the idea would be that as part of 
their upload process in compliance with the funding or institutional mandates the 
researcher would put their data into the institutional repository.  

We are envisaging at the moment they would then use their ORCID to sign in, and that 
would start with populating the data with some additional meta data that can 
contextualise what they’re doing. It would also then start talking to the publisher’s 
platform and either prompt or pull through additional information which the publisher 
would need in order to be able to accept the paper as a publishable item.  

At the end the researcher would have basically a data paper which can be sent to a 
journal or at the very least will have a DOI that can be cited. We’re also ultimately 
hoping that the information from the publisher’s platform would be able to then feed 
back to the repository so that the repository record would itself be enriched by 
information about what other use the data set had been put to. 

Interviewer Is there a particular problem with capturing data in the right format or is it capturing 
data at all that’s the problem? 

Fiona Murphy I guess there are several problems of varying technical social complexity. So I think 
what we’re wanting to do with the API in order to enable easy use is to have it open 
source so it’s non-proprietary, but also enable it to be used in a variety of bi-directional 
linking context; I hope that’s not too complex. At the moment there’s still a prevailing 
culture where people understand the principle as to why they’re being asked to share or 
upload data, but I think a lot of the time it’s still done as a tick box exercise, I think, 
rather than with real enthusiasm for a sharing mission. I think there’s still some social 
issues and problems that need to be worked through as well. 

Interviewer Do you think working through those social or cultural aspects to data gathering and the 
management of data is something that the project will tackle as you go on with it? Or 
are you purely providing technical solutions? 

Fiona Murphy I think in this particular phase the principal activity will be technical, but we are also 
aware that in order for it to be successful we would need to have engagement and use 
feedback that’s actually a take-up by people, so we are also keeping an eye on relevant 
meetings where we can share further information and ideas with people in 
communities, and we’re also, this is a bit further on I think in this phase, we will be 
looking at community and engagement activities with a view to trying to I guess lower 
the bar towards people being able to share well, and I think if they’ve got a hope of 
some credit in an academic context in so doing that does help make it an easier ask for 
them. 
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Interviewer How many repositories will you be working with in this project and is there more work 
to be done to make sure that your work will be compatible with everything and other 
platforms that people are using? 

Fiona Murphy I think this is probably where you need one of the more technical people from the 
project to fine tune the answer to that. I think we have obviously the Bodleian, and 
we’re also looking to work with Figshare on this particular phase, and that’s generally 
just to prove the concept. It’s part of our survey, we did collect information about 
platforms and other technical barriers that could be in the way from a number of 
repositories, I think we got about 40 repositories responded to our survey, so we would 
be looking to make sure it’s applicable to a critical mass of those. 

Interviewer How have you found the process so far? 

Fiona Murphy Mostly pretty good actually. I’ve enjoyed the quite light admin experience; I think 
sometimes projects can be very bogged down in iterations of reports and so forth, and I 
think this has been quite a nice balance, which I’ve enjoyed. I think that the general 
process of pitching and pulling together has generated a suite of interesting ideas, I 
think fit very well in relation to each other. I thought the first research data spring 
meeting in particular was very energetic. 

Interviewer You’ve talked a little bit about what you’ve enjoyed so far; what are you looking forward 
to most? 

Fiona Murphy I think to having the prototype up and running, I’m really looking forward to seeing it in 
action. 

Interviewer How do you hope that the project will benefit people? 

Fiona Murphy I think in devising the rationale for the project we felt that the fact that this thing 
doesn't exist at the moment has impact on our understanding of what we actually 
know, of the state of knowledge if you like. It also means that money potentially gets 
wasted, it means that data that already exists aren’t being reused as well as they could 
be, so I’m hoping that this project will benefit people by enabling us to search our own 
knowledge better, by saving funders’ money and providing the people that work hard 
on data with some credit for doing so. 

Interviewer You’ve said that you’ve enjoyed the energy of the project so far, what other benefits 
have you personally enjoyed from taking part? 

Fiona Murphy I’ve been learning, which I always really enjoy, and also getting, I guess, some 
perspective on how useful some of the knowledge and information that I have and that 
the owners of the project have in order to contribute to science more generally. For 
instance, the Research Data Alliance work that we were doing felt very academic, so 
again it was very interesting and we’ve put something together for publication, but it 
didn’t have any immediate practical benefits for people. But that’s what I’ve been 
enjoying about this project, it does feel very practical. 

Interviewer So is that how you’re going to measure your project’s success, by the application of 
those practical solutions? 
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Fiona Murphy Yes, if we can discern any behavioural changes in the direction that we’re hoping for 
then we’ll start being able to see if it’s a success. I guess if the project itself takes on a 
separate life from what we’ve set it up for at the moment, then we’ll know it’s got some 
potential to succeed. 

Interviewer We’ve touched on this a little bit already about what you’re going to be working on 
next, I understand that the project’s coming to the end of phase 2, what are your next 
steps? What’s phase 3 for the project you’re working on? 

Fiona Murphy Phase 3 would be around, again trying to attach and build a longer term existence for 
the project to enable it to be of lasting benefit and potentially evolve as opposed to be 
an interesting exercise that proves a technical point, if you like. So there’ll be quite a lot 
of work with new partners again, and with the partners we’ve already started working 
with. 

Interviewer I was going to ask you about partnership working and working with new people; have 
you found yourselves forging new relationships with other researchers or data 
management experts that perhaps you wouldn’t have managed to establish without 
this project? 

Fiona Murphy I think what’s happened actually is it’s accelerated those sorts of relationships and 
interests. For instance, we’ve started working with the ORCID people, and alongside 
that we’ve made contact with THOR which, as you know, is a big European project 
which is interested in getting people to use permanent identifiers more widely in 
general. I think because of that I think the project we’re doing is going to hopefully have 
some interaction with say THOR which would then hopefully enable it to grow and to 
escalate. It’s also then plugging us into that whole THOR network which, given the 
kinds of things that we’re all interested in, would probably have happened in some way, 
shape or form anyway, but it’s happening quicker. I also hope that it might have a 
positive effect on THOR. 

Interviewer You’ve been involved with your little project within the research data spring since its 
inception now, and you’ve been working on it for a while, could I ask you to sum up the 
project in just three words? 

Fiona Murphy Yes. I had to think about this. I think it’s around the project and also the product we’re 
looking to produce at the end, and I would say it was elegant, enriching and accrediting.  

Interviewer Elegant is an interesting choice; why elegant? 

Fiona Murphy Because… I think it’s to get the sense, the fact that it should be very easy to use and 
involve minimal reinvention, if you like, and we just want to make it a very light 
structure so that people aren’t having to do anything manual which can be automated, 
so that it’s almost miraculously easy to get to the point of having a publishable product. 

Interviewer If you think about your project delivering all these successful project outcomes and 
you’re looking to market this, what should your project’s advertising slogan be? 

Fiona Murphy I’m still working on it, I think it needs to be shorter, but it would be something along the 
lines of, you’ve worked hard on your data and we can help you and society to benefit. 
There’s something around that, so let us help you. 
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Interviewer  Lastly to ask you a really silly question: if your project was an animal, what do you think 
it would be? 

Fiona Murphy I was thinking sleek and low maintenance but high quality, so I was thinking maybe like 
Siamese cat. 

Interviewer But it’s not going to scratch the curtains? 

Fiona Murphy No, might need the occasional walk; I like cats.  

Interviewer I like the idea of taking a data project out for a walk on a lead, that’s great. Thanks very 
much for your time Fiona. 

Fiona Murphy Alright, no problem. 

Interviewer  Fiona Murphy sharing her thoughts there about her project in Jisc’s  research data 
spring to credit researchers for their data. If you’d like to find out more about it or any of 
the other projects taking part, all the information is available online, just go to Jisc’s 
website and search for research data spring to find the project pages. 

[ENDS] 


