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Moderator Welcome to the Jisc podcast.  We’re at the Association of Colleges’ annual conference this week 

which for 2015 has the theme of powering the economy.  Day one saw the Beacon Awards which 

celebrates best practice in further education.  John Potter, head of Jisc south and east was one of 

the judges.  He speaks with Val Keay, marketing manager about the judging process and tells us 

about the winning college, South Eastern Regional College. 

Val Keay So we’re here at the AoC annual conference on Tuesday 17th November and I’m joined by John 

Potter who is the Head of Region for Jisc South and East and is also a trained assessor for the 

Beacon Awards, which this year Jisc sponsored the Beacon Award for the effective use of 

technology in FE.  So John, can you tell me about the Beacon Awards and why we sponsored it? 

John Potter These awards are a great opportunity for us to work with our partners at the AoC and gives a real 

insight into what’s happening across the sector. 

Val Keay So how did you find the judging process? 

John Potter The judging process was very intense.  We received seventeen very strong proposals this time.  

I’ve had to go through an initial screening process to bring them down to a shortlist of two 

finalists.  This was extremely difficult this year and we really struggled to get those last two, such 

was the strength of the entrants this year. 

Val Keay So can you tell me about the winner and why they were chosen? 

John Potter The winner was the South Eastern Regional College from Northern Ireland and their entry met all 

of the criteria that we used for the judging process.  It ticked all the boxes in terms of 

development of the curriculum, enhancing the learning experience, improving quality and in their  

submission they’ve quantified improvements in outcomes for students in English and maths. 

Val Keay So what can other colleges and learning providers learn from them? 

John Potter The work undertaken at South Eastern Regional College was equal throughout the sector.  It 

should be possible to replicate this in numerous other colleges and hopefully achieve the same 

qualified outcomes. 
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Val Keay So what have been your highlights from the conference so far?  What have people been chatting 

to you about when they’ve been visiting our stand? 

John Potter Probably the most heartening thing is people coming to talk about improvements in quality in 

addition to financial savings and efficiencies and [inaudible 2.21] message.  We’ve had enquiries 

today regarding the infrastructure, around legal issues and general enquiries about the future of 

technology in education. 

[ENDS] 

 


