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Introduction: Practitioners based in three different further education colleges explain the benefits of using personal digital assistants (PDAs) with learners in outreach and work-based locations.
Duration: 5:29 minutes.
	Visual description
	Audio transcript

	Innovative Practice with e-Learning logo fades in with musical soundtrack and video title: ‘Bishop Burton College, Dewsbury College and Thomas Danby College: Mobile learning and teaching with PDAs’.
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Close up shot of a PDA being used, followed by an animated montage of shots (four small interchanging images displayed as one) of PDAs in use by learners, followed by a series of shots of learners and exterior shots of Dewsbury College and Thomas Danby College. 
Includes background musical soundtrack.
	Voice over: The use of personal digital assistants – or PDAs – in education has come a long way since their original status as a badge of office for senior managers. Many colleges are now utilising the power, portability and wireless connectivity of these mobile devices to deliver flexible learning materials for a wide variety of courses. Three further education colleges in Yorkshire have pioneered some of the most interesting work in this area. Lillian Soon, ILT Coordinator at Thomas Danby College in Leeds, explains why.
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Close up of Lilian Soon sitting at a desk in front of a window, with her name and job title (‘Lilian Soon – ILT Coordinator, Thomas Danby College’) briefly displayed.
	Lilian Soon: We decided to explore the use of PDAs because tutors were struggling to bring a sufficient range of worksheets into the technology-challenged classrooms. They have to deal with students with a wide range of learning styles – a huge range of differentiation required – and we felt that we needed some kind of technology that could work in rooms without even power sockets sometimes, never mind internet connection. 
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A series of shots showing various learners using PDAs in classes, followed by a series of close up shots of a learning resource on currency being used on the PDAs by learners, ending with a shot of two learners being helped by their tutor.
Includes background musical soundtrack.
	Voice over: The materials created at Thomas Danby were originally designed for basic skills learners, but have been successfully adapted for students studying English as a second language. Resources in Flash® are uploaded to the PDAs to deliver randomly generated self-paced learning. One example is this currency-calculator tool, useful as a practice and drill resource, both for consolidating numeracy skills and learning more about the British currency. The self-marking function provides the learner with instant feedback. This means that the tool can be used in formative assessment, and lets the tutor know how each individual is progressing.
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Close up of Lilian Soon sitting at a desk in front of a window.
	Lilian Soon: The materials are available on the web as well, and following the coaching that they get in the classroom, the student can go away and have a go with those materials over the web.
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A series of shots of learners and a tutor in protective clothing in the grounds of Bishop Burton College. 
Includes background musical soundtrack.
	Voice over: At Bishop Burton College, a specialist college of land-based studies in East Yorkshire, PDAs are literally being used in the field to support coursework.
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Close up of John Whalley sitting at a desk in front of a computer and noticeboard, with his name and job title (‘John Whalley – NLN Business & Land Based Subject Mentor’) briefly displayed. Includes two shots of learners in the classroom with PDAs.
	John Whalley: I did a study comparing the use of laptops with PDAs in a learning environment – both within the classroom and out in the field. I became firmly convinced that PDAs were an excellent tool for introducing e-learning at a relatively low cost throughout the college.
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A series of shots of learners in the grounds of the college, using PDAs alongside a crop sprayer, followed by a close up shot of data being recorded on a PDA.
Includes background musical soundtrack.
	Voice over: As a result, students are using PDAs for recording, storing and interpreting data in the workplace – for instance, when learning the important job of how to calibrate chemical crop-sprayers. The PDAs come with software that allows them to be connected to, and synchronised with, the computer through the USB port. Spreadsheets for these activities can then be uploaded.
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Two shots of learners in the grounds of the college using their PDAs, followed by a close up of John Whalley sitting at a desk in front of a computer and noticeboard.
	John Whalley: The other benefit, really, is that the students really think they’re cool – you give them a PDA and they feel that yes, they are cool devices, and they actually want to use them, and to import and to interact with them.
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A series of shots of the exterior of Dewsbury College followed by two shots of a tutor talking to some learners in a class.
	Voice over: PDAs appeal to Dewsbury College because of the challenges posed by the need to deliver a lot of teaching away from the campus, in a variety of outreach centres.
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Close up of David Sugden sitting at a desk in front of a computer, with his name and job title (‘David Sugden – e‑Learning Manager, Dewsbury College’) briefly displayed.
	David Sugden: The technology there is not always up to scratch, and I wanted to replicate the learning that a student can get in college, in the outreach centres.
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Two close up shots showing a PDA (an iPAQ) being used and the software on it.
	Voice over: Dewsbury purchased ten iPAQs because they run Pocket PC, and offer a familiar Microsoft® interface for both staff and students. 
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Close up of Sharon Sugden sitting in front of a desk and a window, with her name and job title (‘Sharon Sugden – Lecturer in Child Care, Dewsbury College’) briefly displayed. This is followed by a series of close up shots of her helping a student and of the student using a stylus to move between web pages to access resources, including a video clip. 
	Sharon Sugden: There are a number of advantages for teaching staff when using the PDA. I can go into the work environment with my students, and if they’re not so sure about something I’ve asked, or a point of knowledge, then I can just take my PDA out of my bag, show it to the students, show them the learning materials and then they can understand what I’m talking about – especially if there’s a little video clip on there, and they can have a look at that.
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Close up of Rifana Mehmood sitting in a computer room with other learners working on computers behind her, with her name and title (‘Rifana Mehmood – Child Care Student, Dewsbury College’) briefly displayed. There are also two close up shots of other learners using PDAs.
	Rifana Mehmood: We’ve each got our own PDA which is used either in groups or individually, and it’s got links to the web pages. At first, the teacher used to use them on the projector and using a laptop. We’ve now got the same information, but we’ve got it in our hands and in our control.
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Two close up shots showing a PDA being used, including folders of available resources which are opened by tapping on the screen with the stylus.
	Voice over: Resources are designed in HTML at Dewsbury because of its versatility. Materials can link to other learning objects such as video clips, Acrobat® files and other web pages.

	Close up of Janet Pittaway sitting in front of a desk and a window, with her name and job title (‘Janet Pittaway – Assistant Principal, Dewsbury College’) briefly displayed. This is followed by three close up shots of learners using resources on PDAs.
	Janet Pittaway: The benefits for the institution, and in particular for the lecturers, are that it actually gives them independence, and it actually motivates the individual learners and learners. It meets individual needs.

	Close up of David Sugden sitting at a desk in front of a computer. Includes a close up shot of him removing the memory card from a PDA followed by a series of shots of learners using PDAs.

Includes background musical soundtrack from the point where he removes the memory card.
	David Sugden: In ten years’ time we may look back and say these were all a waste of time. We really don’t know. But I’d like to see it go down the line of personalised learning. The memory cards could hold an individual’s learning needs. As more people begin to understand how this medium can be used – and that’s mobile phones, the cameras – the whole mobile sector will all come together.

	Innovative Practice with e-Learning logo fades in with musical soundtrack and video closing title: ‘Innovative Practice with e-Learning, © JISC 2005’. Fading out to a white screen.
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