Research Study on the Effectiveness of Resources, Tools and Support Services used by Practitioners in Designing and Delivering E-Learning Activities: Progress report

The following milestones were scheduled for this period:

March 19th      
Project plan finalised.

April 14th      

Initial positioning report circulated.

April 14th-23rd 
Project kick-off meeting takes place.

April 14th-May 10th   Detailed reviews undertaken and drafted.

Progress to date is as follows:

The project plan has been finalised and approved.

The initial proposal has been re-drafted, with input from Sarah, Sarah & Helen. Two project team members were removed and work was re-allocated to focus more clearly on the review work. The time allocated to project management was also increased. Finally, a timescale for the project was approved

An initial project report has been written and circulated.

A positioning report has been produced by Rhona Sharpe; this has been received by Sarah Knight and is available from the project team on request. The purpose of this was to draw on existing work that has examined the kinds of representations and practices that have been influential in changing practice. The purpose of this paper was not to draw conclusions, but instead to raise issues and set an agenda for the remaining work of the project. Three themes emerged as being important for detailed consideration: learning by practitioners, community and sharing resources. It is proposed based on this work that a focus on engagement with existing communities, aimed at developing practitioners’ conceptions and sharing resources may be the most productive route to pursue. Further detail in relation to these themes will be provided by the four subsequent reports to be produced within this project.

Participation in the initial expert group meeting.

The project team was represented at the first Experts’ Group meeting. As part of this, a presentation was made outlining the approved project plan and explaining the overlaps between this project and that led by Chris Fowler.

Project kick-off meeting.

The project kick-off meeting has been postponed to coincide with the next meeting of the Expert Group, to save on time and travel, since no urgent matters were identified for an agenda.

Detailed reviews commenced.

The scope of the detailed reviews has been clarified in light of Rhona Sharpe's initial report, and work has commenced on these. It is anticipated that drafts will be presented at the next Experts’ Group meeting.

