e-Learning and Pedagogy Strand Update

Summer 2004

Use this newsletter to keep informed of the progress of the e-Learning and Pedagogy strand of the JISC e-Learning Programme.
1. Report on activities May - July 2004

The activities in this strand of the e-Learning Programme are broadly grouped under two themes: a) ‘Designing for Learning’ (with a practitioner focus) and b) ‘Understanding my Learning’ (with a learner focus). 

The first theme explores the process of designing, planning, sequencing or orchestrating learning tasks which may include the use of e-learning tools. Current activities under this theme are Activities 1a, 1b, 2, 4a, and 4b on the e-Learning and Pedagogy programme schedule, but also include a practitioner evaluation of LAMS.

A table showing all the e-Learning and Pedagogy Programme activities can be found under Supporting Information on the e-Learning and Pedagogy web site: http://www.jisc.ac.uk/e-learning_pedagogy.html
a) Designing for Learning 

Activity 1a

Review: Developing e-Learning Models for the JISC Community

The Review, carried out by Helen Beetham, was designed to inform future activities for the strand, specifically Activity 1b: the Desk Study (e-learning models) and Activity 2: the Research Study (effectiveness of resources, tools and support services used by practitioners).

What has been achieved

The Review of e-Learning Models is now complete and available from http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=elp_projects Outcomes from the Review have been presented as part of the Programme’s dissemination activities at the LTSN Subject Conference in March and as the opening plenary of the ‘Shock of the Old’ Conference in Oxford in April.

Forthcoming

A series of short articles based around the key issues from the Review will be disseminated via the web site and other channels by the end of August. 

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/e-learning_pedagogy.html
Activity 1b

e-Learning Models Desk Study

This study is being carried out by Chimera: Institute of Socio-technical Innovation and Research, University of Essex under Professor Chris Fowler and runs from 1 March 2004 to 31 July 2004. 

What has been achieved

The interim findings of this study were presented for review at the Experts Meeting on 12 May in London, including a draft of a modelling tool that can be applied to new instances of e-learning activity design and implementation.

Forthcoming

The final report from the Desk Study will be presented for review by the Experts’ Group on 24 September. The e-learning models and tools developed in this study will be tested and evaluated for use in different contexts by a team from the London Metropolitan University’s LTRI unit led by Andrew Ravenscroft. The final ten studies will be available for publication on the web site as a coherent set of resources by the end of November 2004. Find out more from http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=elp_projects
Activity 2

Research Study on the effectiveness of resources, tools and support services used by practitioners in designing and delivering e-learning activities

This study is being carried out by University College London Institute of Education under Dr Martin Oliver and will run from 1 March 2004 to 31 July 2004. Its purpose is to evaluate practitioner needs in relation to the application of e-learning pedagogy and expertise. 

What has been achieved

A progress report and an initial positioning report, entitled ‘Effective Resources and Interventions for e-Learning’, were presented to the Steering Group members on 29 April 2004. The initial positioning report builds upon consultation with practitioners and educational developers from HE and FE to highlight the kinds of resources and interventions that may prove useful in influencing e-learning practice.  The interim findings of this study were presented for review at the Experts’ Meeting on 12 May. 
Forthcoming

The final report will be presented for review by the Experts’ Group on 24 September. The outcomes of this work will be used to inform the design of a series of practitioner-focused resources, drawing together the outputs from the e-Learning and Pedagogy Programme. Find out more from http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=elp_projects
Activity 4a

Review of Learning Design Tools
Sandy Britain, consultant to the e-Learning and Pedagogy Programme, has carried out a review of current learning design tools. A working definition of learning design tools is: Computer-based tools that may be used by practitioners to support the planning, design, sequencing and/or orchestration of learning activities in a classroom, blended or distance-learning context.

What has been achieved

A draft report of this review was released in mid-May 2004. The final report is available from http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=elp_projects
Forthcoming

As a consequence of this review, JISC is undertaking a practitioner evaluation of the LAMS tool – see 4c below - and of other learning design tools.

Activity 4b

Case Studies on Innovative Practice in e-learning

A series of case studies illustrating examples of innovative and effective practice in relation to e-learning in the post-16 and HE communities is being researched and produced. The case studies will be used to illustrate a range of different approaches to e-learning, and will include examples from further education, higher education and adult and community learning.  

What has been achieved

Netskills have been awarded the tender for Case Studies in Effective Practice in e-Learning. Research so far has established a range of effective and innovative practice. Filming by Xube is now underway of short video clips to accompany five of the case studies. 

Forthcoming

The ten completed case studies will be available on the web site by 31 July 2004 and will form the basis of the publication ‘Effective Practice in e-Learning’ to be published in September and distributed to the JISC community. Find out more from http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=elp_projects
Activity 4c

Evaluation of a Learning Design Tool (LAMS) by practitioners
As a precursor to the proposal for ‘Evaluating Learning Design Tools’,  taking place later in the year, an initial evaluation study of a learning design tool, Learning Activity Management System (LAMS), is being conducted in conjunction with Kemnal College of Technology in Sidcup, Kent. This study will evaluate the potential use of LAMS by practitioners and learners in various educational contexts and sectors.

Forthcoming

Training days will be held on 7 or 8th July at Kemnal College, funded by JISC, for 40 participants, including practitioners representing FE, ACL and HE and representatives of the JISC Regional Support Centres and TechDis. After attending the training event, participants will be given access to LAMS via the web to evaluate its use in their own institutions. Participants will be required to trial LAMS with their fellow practitioners and learners over a period of six months supported by members of the JISC e-learning and Pedagogy team. During this trial, participants will have access to technical and pedagogic support. Find out more from http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=elp_projects
Applications are sought for an Evaluator of the practitioner trial of LAMS to coordinate (in close collaboration with members of the programme team) the evaluation activities of this trial, as well as to collate and analyse the evaluation data. Tenders should be submitted by noon on 12 July. Find out more from http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=elp_lams
b) Understanding my Learning 

The second theme, ‘Understanding my Learning’, will explore the learners’ perspective on e-learning. This strand of activities will focus on issues such as perceptions, participation, the value and meanings learners attach to e-learning opportunities, and will correlate this with age/stage/type of learner. New activities will be devised around this theme of work and will be discussed under the proposal for ‘Describing and Evaluating e-learning Practice’. Consultation with learners across the post-16 sector is being proposed.

2. Report from the Experts Group – May 2004

At the second meeting of the Experts’ Group on 12 May, Sarah Knight, e-learning and Pedagogy Programme manager, gave a progress report on the work within the Programme. Feedback was sought on the interim report of the e-learning Models Desk Study, presented by Professor Chris Fowler, and on the Research Study, by Dr Martin Oliver, University College, London Institute of Education, and on papers given by others in this team. Next team meeting to be held on 24 September, venue tbc.
3. Events and presentations

Calendar of events – May- July 2004

	Date
	Event
	Purpose

	12 May
	Experts Meeting
	Review of interim project reports by Experts

	13 May
	NILTA/AOC Staff Development Conference
	Presentation by Sarah Knight on aims of the e-Learning and Pedagogy strand.

	19 May
	e-Government Bulletin Seminar: e-learning – the future of training for the public sector
	Presentation by Sarah Knight on aims of the strand and JISC’s work.

	17 June
	ETI Training Day, Belfast

Joint Becta/JISC event
	Presentation by Sarah Knight - What is effective practice in e-learning?

	29 June - 1 July
	ILTHE Conference
	Helen Beetham attending promoting the e-Learning Programme.

	20 - 22 July
	Alti-i-lab, San Francisco, US
	Presentations by Sarah Porter and Sarah Knight on Learning Design Tools.


