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Virtual Research Environments: 
Where We Are Now & Where We Would Like to Go From Here
Consultation Workshop
Monday 28th November 2005
Jurys Hotel, the Library Room 
16-22 Great Russell Street, London, WC1B 3NN
http://www.jurys-london-hotels.com/greatrussell_london
Workshop Background and Aims
The JISC Virtual Research Environments programme has been running for over a year now. The work conducted to date by the VRE projects has uncovered some key needs and requirements from e-Research support tools. Based on this, architecture designs and early prototypes of VRE tools are being developed. In addition, evaluations of existing frameworks and tools are also under way, revealing their suitability to support researchers and research processes. 
The JISC has recently announced that further £2 Million have been made available to extend the work within the VRE programme over two years commencing in April 2006. This consultation workshop is being organised as part of the planning for the next stage of the VRE programme.  This work will not be conducted in isolation, as the JISC is channelling a considerable amount of funding into other related areas such as User Environments, e-Learning, e-Research and e-Infrastructure, in addition to the e-Framework for Education and Research initiative (http://www.e-framework.org/). 
There are two main aims of this workshop. Firstly, to reflect on the achievements emerging from the current VRE work in the light of the needs of researchers and institutions.  Secondly, to identify priority areas for further VRE activities for the next stage of the programme. 
To achieve this the day will be structured around two plenary sessions and two breakout discussion sessions in small groups. The day will commence with a plenary briefing session reviewing the outputs and outcomes from current VRE development activities, and the wider context within JISC that the VRE programme is positioned in. Two discussion sessions in small groups will follow where delegates will consider contextual and technological issues in a set of research scenarios. The day will conclude with a distillation session helping to set priorities for future VRE programme funding decisions.   
Agenda
	10:00-10:30
10:30-11:20
11:20-11:30
11:30-12:30
12:30-13:00
13:00-13:40
13:40-14:40
14:40-15:10
15:10-15:20
15:20-16:00
16:00
	Registration
Opening Plenary
Welcome and review of agenda 
Anne Trefethen, Core e-Science Programme, EPSRC 
Review of current position and achievements to date 
Maia Dimitrova, JISC
VRE 1 – what is happening, what are the likely outcomes, what is the likely impact on the community, what does it all mean? 
John Kelleher, Tavistock Formative Evaluation Team
The VRE programme and its wider context within JISC development activities  
Craig Wentworth, JISC
Points of clarification, Q&A  
Tea & Coffee Break
Small group work on practical scenarios:
Research context –user and institutional needs and research practices
Plenary feedback from small groups 
Lunch
Small group work on practical scenarios:
e-Research technologies: frameworks, tools and systems
Plenary feedback from small groups 
Tea & Coffee Break
Closing Plenary:
Distillation – conclusions, implications and next steps
Close



