e-Learning and Pedagogy Strand Update
Winter 2006
This Update provides a brief account of current and completed activities from the e-Learning and Pedagogy strand of the JISC e-Learning Programme, dating from January 2006. Updates are issued quarterly. Previous Updates can be downloaded from www.jisc.ac.uk/elp_news.html
Please refer to the Summer Update 2005 for a wider overview of themes of work within the e-Learning and Pedagogy Strand.
Report on activities this quarter
a) Theme 1 - Designing for Learning: activities current and completed 
(i) Circular 01/06: Design for Learning Programme

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.jisc.ac.uk/images/spacer.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.jisc.ac.uk/images/spacer.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 

Following the release of Circular 01/06 in February, a large number of high-quality bids has been received for projects in developing, implementing and evaluating tools and systems that support design for learning. Outcomes from the selection process will be available in early April from www.jisc.ac.uk/ www.jisc.ac.uk/elp_projects.html
(ii) Planning and Evaluating Effective Practice with e-Learning workshops in collaboration with HE
The series of 8 workshops on planning and evaluating effective practice has now been completed. An evaluation report will be available in April 2006, with a revised set of workshop materials for those who wish to use these resources in their own institutions.
(iii) Evaluation of Generic Tools used in Learning Design  

Dr Liz Masterman from the Learning Technologies Group, Oxford University, has completed an evaluation of tools used in designing for learning (commenced in partnership with Dr Stuart Lee). The project ran from May 2005 to February 2006. The report, which was based on data collected through an online questionnaire and interviews, lesson plans and other artefacts collected at two one-day workshops, can be found in full at www.jisc.ac.uk/elp_ldevaloxford.html
A parallel study by Dr Mira Vogel, from the Centre for Excellence in Learning Technology (CELT), Goldsmiths, University of London in partnership with Dr Martin Oliver at the Institute of Education, is due to report in April 2006. This study will evaluate practitioners’ use of Moodle, Blackboard and WebCT for designing learning activities. 
(v) Effective Practice with e-Learning

The evaluation of ‘Effective Practice with e-Learning’ led by Professor Tony Toole from the On-line Research Unit, University of Glamorgan, is now complete. The report highlighted the clarity, authority and quality of presentation as perceived benefits among users, especially when contextualised in staff development activities. It was noted that HE institutions had requested more additional copies than other parts of the sector.
The evaluators also found that effective practice guides are more effective when supported by workshops and recommended that more use be made of supplementary web-based resources in future guides to allow users to drill down to deeper levels of detail where required. The evaluation report can be found at www.jisc.ac.uk/elp_evaluatepractice.html
b) Theme 2 - Understanding my Learning: activities current and completed
(i) Learners’ Experiences of e-Learning (LEX)

Progress reports from the LEX study were presented by Linda Creanor, from Glasgow Caledonian and Doug Gowan, from the Open Learning Partnership, at the Experts’ Group meeting on 22 February 2006. This research study builds on the work of an initial scoping study completed in 2005, and will report in June. Further information on the project is available from www.jisc.ac.uk/elp_lex.html 
A parallel study, with funding from the Distributed e-Learning strand of the Programme led by Grainne Connole and Maarten de Laat, is investigating learners’ experiences of e-learning in specific subject contexts. Four HEA Subject Centres - economics, computing, geography, medicine, veterinary science and dentistry, and linguistics - are involved in the project which will be completed at the end of July 2006. Further information from www.jisc.ac.uk/elp_learnerxp.html 
Presentations made to the Experts Group by both teams can be found at www.jisc.ac.uk/elp_expertsfeb06.html
(ii) Learners’ voices
Xube Productions have been awarded a contract to produce 5 video clips exploring what makes an effective e-learner. The clips, which will illustrate use of e-learning by different types of learner, will supplement further work planned on this theme and will be released initially on the Understanding my learning page of the website in June 2006: www.jisc.ac.uk/elp_learneroutcomes.html
2. Experts Group
The seventh Pedagogy Experts Group meeting took place in Birmingham on 22 February 2006. Members took part in activities exploring and commenting on early outcomes and key developments in the Learner Experiences studies. They were also updated on the progress of the forthcoming online conference, Innovating e-Learning 2006, and on a new publication from the Innovation strand, ‘Designing Spaces for Effective Learning’. Papers and presentations from this meeting can be found at www.jisc.ac.uk/elp_expertsfeb06.html  
The dates of the remaining meetings for 2006 have been set:

· Tuesday 27 June 2006 – Venue to be confirmed

· Thursday 26 October 2006 – Venue to be confirmed

3. Online Conference - Innovating e-Learning 2006: Transforming Learning Experiences 27 – 31 March 2006
(i) Delegates
Over 300 delegates from the UK and overseas have enrolled for the conference, proving the value of its ‘taking place wherever you are’ format. There has been a particularly high level of interest from the HE sector.

(ii) Programme

Valuable additions to the programme from both further and higher education and the research and development community have been provided by submissions in response to the open call. Selected submissions have been hosted in the Showcase area or in the ‘In context’ area within each theme.
Several invited speakers under the Designing for learning theme are contributors to a forthcoming book from Routledge, ‘Rethinking Pedagogy for the Digital Age’, which is based on research funded by the JISC Pedagogy and Innovation strands. Key issues from the book are presented for discussion under this theme.
The work of speakers on physical learning space design in the Innovating e-learning theme is featured in the newly published JISC guide ‘Designing Spaces for Effective Learning’. Alexi Marmot from AMA Alexi Marmot Associates and Tom Hamilton from the CETL in Creativity at the University of Sussex will discuss emerging trends in learning spaces.

All presentations, discussions, and the conference blog, will be available for reading by delegates for up to two weeks’ after the close of the conference. Further information can be found at www.jisc.ac.uk/elp_conference06.html
4. Additional news items – Innovation and e-Learning Strand
(i) Designing Spaces for Effective Learning
A new guide to learning space design for 21st century learning, ‘Designing Spaces for Effective Learning’, was launched at the JISC Conference at the ICC in Birmingham on 14 March 2006. Presentations given at the launch by Sarah Knight, JISC, Les Watson, Pro Vice-Chancellor of Glasgow Caledonian University and Garrick Jones, Fellow of the Institute of Social Psychology at the LSE, are available from www.jisc.ac.uk/eli_learningspaces.html
The guide has been mailed to directors of estates and finances, e-learning managers in UK further and higher education, and to Regional Support Centres for wider distribution. Additional copies can be obtained from info@jisc.ac.uk
A complementary web-based resource linking ‘Designing Spaces for Effective Learning’ and JISC infoKits in process review and project management is now under development at www.jiscinfonet.ac.uk/infokits/learning-space-design. Copies of the guide in PDF format can also be downloaded from this site. 

(ii) Three national events based on ‘Designing Spaces for Effective Learning’ will be held this summer in conjunction with the Higher Education Academy. More information will be available in April from www.jisc.ac.uk/eli_learningspaces.html
(ii) Large scale implementation of innovative technologies
Three projects have been selected from a large number of high-quality expressions of interest in implementing innovative technologies in response to an educational challenge within their institution. The selected projects will complete in April 2008. They are:
a) University of Bath/FutureLab (gaming)

In partnership with Futurelab, Lateral Visions, University of Liverpool, Barnfield FE College, Penwith FE College, this project aims to develop the Racing Academy online game to support the delivery of science and engineering across four institutions and five courses. 
b) University of Wolverhampton/UltraLab (mobile and wireless technologies)

This project aims to provide generic pedagogic, pastoral and administrative support via SMS text messaging to 550 first-year students in the four schools that comprise the University Centre of Excellence in Learning and Teaching (CETL).

c) University of Strathclyde/FutureLab (gaming and simulations)

In partnership with Futurelab, the UK Centre for Legal Education (UKCLE), and two other HE Law Schools (currently out to tender by the Centre), this project aims to develop an open source transactional learning environment to enable students to engage in authentic simulations of professional activities.
Further information can be found at www.jisc.ac.uk/eli_projects.html
(iv) A review of gaming for learning 
A review of gaming for learning in the post-16 sector is now underway funded under the Innovation strand. Further examples of practice are welcomed - please email Sara de Freitas at the London Knowledge Lab [S.deFreitas@bbk.ac.uk]
5. Forthcoming events 
Calendar of events: March – May 2006
	JISC Conference 
	14 March, ICC, Birmingham
	John Stone, Chief Executive of LSN, presented on e-Learning – Transforming the Student Learning Experience.  

Sarah Knight introduced presentations on new builds and redevelopment of existing learning spaces by Les Watson, Glasgow Caledonian University and Garrick Jones, LSE.


	E is for Access, RSC East Midlands event
	17 March

Clowne Campus, Chesterfield College
	Sarah Knight presented on mobile and wireless technologies and enabling access to learning.

	Innovating e-Learning 2006
	27-31 March 

Online
	Helen Beetham, Sarah Knight, Ros Smith and Sara de Freitas will facilitate the three themes of the conference: Learning design, Learners’ experiences of e-learning and Innovating e-learning practice.

	AoC NILTA Annual Conference
	4-5 May

Birmingham Metropole Hotel
	Ros Smith will present on Designing Spaces for Effective Learning.

Sarah Knight will present on the work of the Pedagogy strand. 


5. Also of interest
(i) Congratulations to Helen Beetham who is now on maternity leave following the birth of a baby daughter.
(ii) Production of a roadmap for e-assessment for the e-Learning Programme

Production of case studies of e-assessment practice from across the post-16 sector has been completed by Denise Whitelock, Open University, and members from University of Derby. These and the Roadmap will be available in April 2006. The outcomes of this work will be synthesised into an Effective Practice guide on e-Assessment to be published in September 2006.
(iii) Pedagogical vocabularies project

The JISC Pedagogical Vocabularies Project, a short study managed by CETIS, aimed to scope the potential for identification, development and use of pedagogical vocabularies for the UK post-16 and HE communities. A working group of experts has developed two reports along with recommendations to JISC that will be used to inform future development in this area. These are:

a) Pedagogical Vocabularies Review

b) Vocabulary Management Technologies Review
The reports and accompanying recommendations are available at www.jisc.ac.uk/elp_vocabularies.html
