e-Learning and Pedagogy Strand Update
Spring 2005
Keeping you informed on a quarterly basis, the Update gives a brief overview of current and completed activities from the e-Learning and Pedagogy strand. Full information on projects and outcomes can be found on the e-Learning and Pedagogy website at www.jisc.ac.uk/elearning_pedagogy.html Previous Strand Updates can be downloaded from www.jisc.ac.uk/elp_news.html
1. Report on activities February – April 2005
Activities have been planned to take place under two broad themes: a) ‘Designing for Learning’ (with the focus on practitioners and planning e-learning activities) and b) ‘Understanding my Learning’ (with the focus on learners’ experience of e-learning). 
The second theme, ‘Understanding my Learning’ is now underway. This new focus of enquiry will research into issues such as participation in e-learning and learner differences; learners’ perceptions of e-learning activities and the meanings they attach to e-learning opportunities. Outputs from this theme will help to inform all those involved in the support of student learning with ICT, and to promote the development of effective environments for learning. The background and rationale to this second theme is available from the Home page of the e-Learning and Pedagogy website at www.jisc.ac.uk/elearning_pedagogy.html.

A complementary strand of work has begun under the Innovation strand of the JISC e-Learning Programme exploring the impact of mobile and wireless technologies on learning and teaching practice and the institutions that support it. Further information on this can be found at http://www.jisc.ac.uk/elearning_innovation.html
a) Theme 1 - Designing for Learning: activities completed this quarter
Effective Practice with e-Learning
 ‘Effective Practice with e-Learning’, the strand guide to designing learning activities with e-learning, was launched in October 2004. Demand for this publication in the further, higher and adult and community learning sectors, and more recently in the work based learning sector, remains high. Follow-up invitations from a range of organisations have resulted in a number of successful workshops on this theme at events across the UK post 16 and higher education sector:
Sarah Knight gave the keynote address and led a workshop on effective practice with e-learning at the RSC West Midlands Conference in Wolverhampton on 15th March and at RSC Wales senior managers’ event on 16th March. Sarah Knight and Ros Smith led workshops on ‘Effective Practice with e-Learning’ at a joint JISC/Scottish QAA Enhancement Themes event on 'Designing for Flexible Learning' at the University of Dundee on 21 March. This was repeated at the RSCni Conference in Belfast on 5 April, and on 20 April Sarah Knight presented on this theme at the SFC e-Learning Transformation Programme event in Glasgow.
In addition, a workshop on the pedagogy of e-learning was held in March for 30 representatives from the RSCs run in collaboration with JISC InfoNet and Netskills, and Helen Beetham contributed to the Cetis Pedagogy Forum, where the theme of the meeting was learning design.

Outcomes from this theme
Following the success of the first year of funded projects under the theme of Designing for Learning, a range of materials is now available from the e-Learning and Pedagogy website. These include:

· 16 case studies in effective and innovative e-learning practice;

· a case study template for recording examples of e-learning in a common format, and several adaptations for specific context of research and practice;

· a planning tool for designing learning activities and sessions;

· a reflective tool for evaluating learning activities and sessions;

· various typologies and taxonomies for embedding effective practice – see http://www.jisc.ac.uk/elp_templates.html

An overview of completed outcomes from Theme 1 can be found at www.jisc.ac.uk/elp_outcomes.html. 

To order a personal copy of ‘Effective Practice with e-Learning’, email brig.whitney@bristol.ac.uk giving your name, role, organisation and postal address.
The whole publication in PDF format, and the case studies as separate PDF and Microsoft Word files, can be downloaded from www.jisc.ac.uk/elp_practice.html 

Your views on the publication are actively sought: an online evaluation form based on a typology for effective interventions devised under Work package 2 can be accessed from www.jisc.ac.uk/elp_feedback.html.

b) Theme 1 - Designing for Learning: current activities
(i) Effective Practice with e-Learning: Designing for learning workshops

A series of supporting workshops on planning and evaluating effective practice, run in collaboration with the Higher Education Academy, is being drawn up for autumn 2005. It is envisaged that these workshops will:
· Test and refine the models and tools for effective practice with e-learning
· Explore how these tools can be applied by practitioners in their context

· Promote the development of shared terminology to improve understanding and sharing of effective practice in e-learning 
· Capture instances of effective practice in case study format.
The workshops commencing in September 2005 will target practitioners whose role enables them to influence, or provide examples for others, in the use of e-learning. The events will therefore be aimed primarily at staff of regional CETLs and Subject Centres, their key contacts, and other regional e-learning champions such as Heads of e-learning and e-Guides invited through the RSCs and other JISC networks.
The format will be a one-day workshop free of charge to participants, in venues within main regional learning centres, for between 25 and 50 participants. Further information will be available shortly from the e-Learning and Pedagogy website and from mailing lists.
(ii) Practitioner Evaluation of a Learning Design Tool (LAMS) 
The JISC evaluation of LAMS is now complete, although access to the UK LAMS server will continue to be supported by JISC until the end of July 2005, to minimise disruption to classes using the system. The draft evaluation report from this project will be available shortly from www.jisc.ac.uk/elp_lams.html
Evaluation by Dr Liz Masterman, Learning Technologies Group, Oxford University Computing Services, of the LAMS pre-training questionnaires is available from www.jisc.ac.uk/elp_lams.html . This report revealed valuable insights into uses of ICT across the sector and found that the principal potential benefits of LAMS from the practitioners’ perspective lie in improvements to their own practice and in the enhancement of students’ learning experience.

On April 13 2005, LAMS became officially open source software under a GPL licence. 

Ongoing meetings have been held between the JISC e-Learning and Pedagogy team and the Specialist Schools Trust (SST), who, with Becta and CRIPSAT, are conducting a parallel evaluation study of the LAMS pilot in schools.  Further information about the SST trial is available form www.uklams.net.

(iii) Evaluation of Learning Design tools and processes 

To develop further our understanding of how practitioners currently use technology to design learning activities, two additional evaluation projects have been funded. 
· Dr Stuart Lee and Dr Liz Masterman from the Learning Technologies Group, Oxford University, are evaluating the use of mind-mapping software, interactive whiteboards, content-authoring software and word templates for supporting practitioners with their design of learning activities. 
· Dr Mira Vogel, from the Centre for Excellence in Learning Technology (CELT), Goldsmiths, University of London in partnership with Dr Martin Oliver at the Institute of Education, are evaluating practitioners’ use of Moodle, Blackboard and WebCT for designing learning activities. 
Both projects will involve practice from across the post-16 and higher education sectors and will run from April to December 2005. 

c) Theme 2 - Understanding my Learning: current activities
(i) A scoping study led by Dr Rhona Sharpe from Oxford Brookes University is currently reviewing existing research into learners’ experience and perceptions of e-learning in both formal and informal learning across the post-16 and HE sectors. This will recommend a methodology for capturing learner experiences in the subsequent research study into learners’ participation in e-learning and is due to report in May 2005.
(ii) The research study on learners’ experiences of e-learning has been awarded to Glasgow Caledonian and the Open Learning Partnership. Twenty four bids were received of which five were short listed and invited to present at a panel meeting held on the 28th April. The year-long research study will build on the work of the scoping study and will report in May 2006. 

2. Experts Group
The Understanding my learning theme was launched at the Pedagogy Experts Group meeting held on 18th March at Aston University Business School. Feedback and views from the fifty delegates – drawn from a range of communities across the post-16 sector, including adult and community learning, researchers and learning technologists in higher education – were fed directly back to the learner scoping study. Information and presentations from this meeting can be found on the e-Learning and Pedagogy website at http://www.jisc.ac.uk/elp_experts_march05.html
Having reached its first anniversary, a survey has been launched into the role and effect of the Experts Group. The results will be available prior to the next Experts Group meeting on 14 June, which will be held at 1 Great George Street, London.
3. News from the Innovation strand
(i) Innovative Practice with e-Learning

A sister publication to ‘Effective Practice with e-Learning’ will be launched at ALT C in September. This is to be based around a Landscape Study of Mobile and Wireless Technologies by John Traxler, University of Wolverhampton, and Agnes Kukulska-Hulme and Diane Evans of the Open University, commissioned under the Innovation strand. It will feature 10 new case studies of current and emerging practice with mobile and wireless technologies from further and higher education, and adult and community learning, five with supporting video clips. The guide will synthesise key outcomes from the Innovation strand, but will build on the key messages from the ‘Effective Practice’ guide, focussing on the impact of newer technologies on practice and institutional support of such practice.
(ii) A number of workshops have focused on this theme. On 7 April, Sarah Knight led a session ‘Implementing Innovation’ at the Shock of the Old Conference in Oxford, focussing on the use of PDAs in learning and teaching and introducing the work of David Sugden at Dewsbury College and John Whalley, ILT Champion and NLN Subject Mentor.
At an oversubscribed workshop on a theme of ‘A Vision for e-Learning’ at the JISC Annual Conference on 12 April in Birmingham, Sarah Knight introduced presentations by John Stone, Principal of Ealing, Hammersmith and West London College, Alan Staley, Head of Learning Technology Development, UCE, and Professor Gill Tucker, former Vice-Principal, Napier University.

4. Forthcoming events 
Calendar of events: April –September 2005
	Date
	Event
	Purpose

	12 May
	NILTA Staff Development  Conference
	Sarah Knight presenting on Effective Practice with e-Learning

	14 June
	Experts Group Meeting, London
	Outcomes from LAMS evaluation, Understanding my learning theme

	20 June
	LTSS Conference, Bristol
	Sarah Knight presenting on JISC e-assessment activities

	8th July
	RSC Eastern ILT Fair
	Sarah Knight presenting keynote on Effective Practice with e-Learning

	6-8 September 


	ALT-C, Manchester
	Abstracts to be submitted under Pedagogy, Innovation strand + e-Assessment


5. Also of interest
A call for tenders for 20 case studies on e-assessment has been released. Ongoing meetings have been held with members of the Sector Support Team, QCA and Becta on e-assessment and e-portfolio activities to ensure that JISC activities in this area are aligned.
Helen Beetham co-ordinated a meeting in March to discuss a proposal for a book based on the outputs of the projects funded under the Designing for learning theme.

