e-Learning and Pedagogy Strand Update
Autumn 2005
This Update provides a brief account of current and completed activities from the e-Learning and Pedagogy and e-Learning strand of the JISC e-Learning Programme, dating from September 2005. Updates are issued quarterly. Previous Updates can be downloaded from www.jisc.ac.uk/elp_news.html
Please refer to the Summer Update 2005 for a wider overview of themes of work within the e-Learning and Pedagogy Strand.
Report on activities this quarter
a) Theme 1 - Designing for Learning: activities current and completed 
(i) Circular 01/06: Design for Learning Programme
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This call invites proposals from institutions for up to six projects implementing and evaluating tools and systems that support design for learning in a range of contexts. Projects are expected to last between 8 and 24 months and should start no later than 1 May 2006. Deadline for proposals: 24 Feb 2006 Further information from www.jisc.ac.uk/funding.html
(ii) Planning and Evaluating Effective Practice with e-Learning workshops in collaboration with HEA
Four workshops have been successfully completed and both of the remaining events are fully booked. An additional workshop will now run on 21 February in Birmingham. Please email Christina Ioannou at christina@inanyevent-uk.com for details.
The workshops use new and existing resources from the Effective Practice guide and are delivered by Helen Beetham (consultant to the e-Learning and Pedagogy Strand), Rhona Sharpe and Greg Benfield (Oxford Centre for Staff and Learning Development).  Materials from the workshops are available from www.jisc.ac.uk/elp_workshopcontent.html. An evaluation report from this series of workshops will be available in spring 2006.
(iii) Practitioner  Evaluation of LAMS
Access to the LAMS server has been extended to the end of August 2006 to support planned implementation projects on learning design. Participants in the original LAMS trial are encouraged tgo continue their use of the tool. 
(iv) Evaluation of Learning Design tools and processes 

Dr Stuart Lee and Dr Liz Masterman from the Learning Technologies Group, Oxford University, are evaluating the use of mind-mapping software, software associated with interactive whiteboards, content-authoring software and word templates; Dr Mira Vogel, from the Centre for Excellence in Learning Technology (CELT), Goldsmiths, University of London in partnership with Dr Martin Oliver at the Institute of Education, is evaluating practitioners’ use of Moodle, Blackboard and WebCT for designing learning activities. 
Reports on their findings will be available in early February 2006. Both projects presented their interim findings to the Pedagogy Experts Group in October 2005 – these presentations are available from www.jisc.ac.uk/elp_expertsoctober05.html
(v) Effective Practice with e-Learning

A formal evaluation of the publication ‘Effective Practice with e-Learning’ is underway led by Professor Tony Toole from the On-line Research Unit, University of Glamorgan. The evaluation will be completed in February 2006. Further information is available from www.jisc.ac.uk/elp_evaluatepractice.html
b) Theme 2 - Understanding my Learning: activities current and completed
(i) Learner Experiences of e-Learning (LEX)

Initial learner interviews have taken place for the Learner Experiences of e-Learning (LEX) study led by Linda Creanor, from Glasgow Caledonian and Doug Gowan, from the Open Learning Partnership. This year-long research study, which builds on the work of an initial scoping study completed in summer 2005, will report in May 2006. Further information on the project is available from www.jisc.ac.uk/elp_lex.html
A second learner study has commenced with funding from the Distributed e-Learning strand of the Programme. This project is led by Grainne Connole and Maarten de Laart and aims to investigate learners’ experiences of e-learning in specific subject contexts. Four HEA Subject Centres are involved in the project which will be completed at the end of July 2006. Further information from http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=elp_learnerxp
2. Experts Group
The sixth Experts Group meeting on 5 October 2005 was supported by a parallel online meeting running between 30 September and 7 October. Both the physical and virtual meetings generated considerable interest. Nearly a third of the group’s membership attended the face-to-face meeting in Birmingham. The online meeting showed a still wider reach. Sixty eight per cent of members logged in to this and 36% of these logged in more than five times to check on developments, total postings came to 330, with 48% of the people logging in making at least one posting. This indicates a very high level of active participation. Papers and presentations from this meeting can be found at www.jisc.ac.uk/elp_expertsoctober05.html. 
The next face to face meeting of the Pedagogy Experts Group will take place on the 22 February at the Aston Business School in Birmingham from 10:30 – 16:00. The focus of this meeting will be on the Learner Experience of e-Learning, exploring early outcomes and key findings from the funded Learner Studies.
3. Online Conference - Innovating e-Learning 2006: Transforming Learning Experiences 27 – 31 March 2006
Advance publicity has been released for the 2006 Online Conference and the associated call for submission of content from researchers, action researchers or practitioners working in post-16 colleges and universities. 

The programme has three themes and keynote speakers for each are now confirmed: Professor Diana Laurillard, Chair of Learning with Digital Technologies at the London Knowledge Lab. (Designing for Learning), John Stone, Chief Executive, Learning and Skills Network (Learner Experiences of e-Learning), and Professor Stephen Heppell, Learn3K Research Centre, National College of Ireland (Innovating e-Learning Practice). The plenary presentation will be given by Chris Yapp, Head of Public Sector Innovation, Microsoft, Reading.
For online registration, a provisional programme, and for information about the open call for submissions, visit www.jisc.ac.uk/elp_conference06.html
4. Rethinking Pedagogy for a Digital Age
This book, to be published by Routledge later in 2006, is based on the 'Design for Learning' theme and includes contributions from several project teams involved in the Pedagogy and Innovation strands. The book will report on original research funded by the JISC e-learning programme, and will also include tools for practitioners and developers, and a range of illustrative examples of practice. The book will be widely promoted by Routledge and the JISC. It includes several international contributors and has a foreword by Professor Diana Laurillard.
 
5. Additional news items – Innovation and e-Learning Strand
(i) Innovative Practice with e-Learning

A sister publication to ‘Effective Practice with e-Learning’ is now available in print and online at www.jisc.ac.uk/eli_practice.html The supplementary CD-ROM can also be accessed online at www.elearning.ac.uk/innoprac The publication has been well received following its launch at ALT-C, and workshops introducing its content have been requested and delivered at the Post 16 E-Learning Conference, the RSC-SE ILT Fair, University of Wolverhampton’s Handheld Learning Conference, the Cetis Accessibility and Content SIGs Mobile Learning event, and at the annual Education Days organised by SURF, JISC’s partner organisation in Holland. Further copies can be obtained from info@jisc.ac.uk or from the JISC Regional Support Centres.
(ii) Large scale implementation of innovative technologies
Following the release of Circular 6/05 in August, a large number of high quality expressions of interest in working on a large scale implementation of an innovative technology have been received. Three projects have been invited for further discussion to be finalised in early February. Further information can be found at www.jisc.ac.uk/eli_projects.html
(iii) A publication containing examples of innovative learning space designs together with a set of guidelines for senior managers is now under production. The guide, ‘Designing Spaces for Effective Learning’ will be launched at the JISC Conference on 14 March 2006.
(iv) Dr Sara de Freitas, Research Fellow at the London Knowledge Lab, started in her role as consultant to the strand on 1 November 2005.
6. Forthcoming events 
Calendar of events: January  – March 2006
	Planning and Evaluating Effective Practice with e-Learning workshop
	Aston Business School Birmingham

11 January
	Helen Beetham, Rhona Sharpe and Sarah Knight to lead activities

	SFC Transformation Projects Workshop
	Stirling

17 January
	Sarah Knight and Lou McGill to facilitate workshop for SFC project teams

	Planning and Evaluating Effective Practice with e-Learning workshop
	18 January 
	Greg Benfield, Rhona Sharpe and Sarah Knight to lead activities

	RSC and JISC Advisory Services New Build One Day Conference
	London City Airport
25 January 
	Sarah Knight and Ros Smith to present on publication on ‘Designing Spaces for Effective Learning’

	Pedagogy workshop for Subject Centres and CETL staff
	9 February
	Helen Beetham facilitating with Rhona Sharpe and John Cook.

	Planning and Evaluating Effective Practice with e-Learning workshop
	Aston Business School Birmingham
21 February
	Places still available

	Experts meeting
	Aston Business School

Birmingham

22 February
	

	JISC Conference
	ICC, Birmingham
14 March
	Sarah Knight to introduce presentations on new builds and redevelopment of existing learning spaces by Les Watson, Glasgow Caledonian University and Garrick Jones, LSE

	Innovating e-Learning 2006: Transforming Learning Experiences 27 – 31 March 2006
	Online
	Helen Beetham, Sarah Knight and Sara de Freitas to facilitate the three themes: Learning design, Learners’ experiences of e-learning and Innovating e-learning practice


5. Also of interest
(i) Lou McGill has been appointed programme manager for the SFC e-Learning Transformation projects and is now in post.
(ii) Production of a roadmap for e-assessment for the e-Learning Programme

Denise Whitelock and Simon Rae, from the Open University are producing a roadmap for e-assessment which reflects the strategic developments taking place in the post-16 and higher education sectors, including key stakeholders, examining and awarding bodies across the UK. Further information can be obtained from the project website at http://kn.open.ac.uk/public/index.cfm?wpid=4996
(iii) Pedagogical vocabularies project

Led by CETIS, the Vocabularies project has produced two reviews that will have important implications for the sharing of educational practice in the future. The first considers the range of vocabularies and taxonomies used for describing educational practice, while the second looks at the associated technologies and standards. Recommendations from this project will be used to direct future work in this area, in collaboration with JISC partners. The reports are now available from www.jisc.ac.uk/elp_vocabularies.html 
