Appendix 3 - Tabulation of results

Give a brief description of the type of primary research data (eg questionnaires, survey forms, databases):
The survey showed that there are many formats of primary research data, the most popular being questionnaires and surveys, and variations of these. Information from these sources is often stored on a database which is also listed as primary data. Interviews were used to a large extent, the original interview often being recorded on tape. Only a few participants mention clinical samples and the need to store specimens. 

Was the retention of research data (paper and electronic) and accompanying records considered during the preparation of the project?

See 6.2 in report
	Yes
	37

	No
	27

	No answer (participants in survey visits not asked this question, some left blank)
	18

	Total
	84


For how long do you think the School should keep project research records?

See 6.3-6.10 in report
	3 years
	4

	5 years
	7

	7 years
	5

	5-10 years
	12

	10 years
	15

	20 years
	4

	Depends on nature of project and similar answers
	12

	Indefinitely (mainly relates to electronic records)
	12

	No answer
	13

	Total
	84


Does your funding body stipulate a period of retention for research data?  (eg MRC state in Good Research Practice ‘primary research data must be retained in their original form within the research establishment that generated them for a minimum of 10 years from completion of the project):

See 6.11 in report

	Yes
	28

	No
	21

	Not that aware of 
	18

	No answer
	17

	Total
	84


Can you give any other reasons for storing research data for a certain period (eg Lancet state on their website ‘At any time up to 5 years after publication of research in the journal, authors may be asked to provide the raw data’):

The majority of replies relate to the re-analysis of data for future research projects and the examination of data based on new knowledge. The other main reason is to justify calculations or references that lead to any claims made in published work. 
Do the research records contain personal/sensitive information? 

	Yes
	54

	No
	20

	No answer
	10

	Total
	84


If so, are there procedures in place to ensure the protection of information on the participants once the project is over?

See 6.12 in report
	Yes
	52

	No
	22

	No answer
	10

	Total
	84


In what format are your primary research data? (paper, electronic, combination of both)

See 6.12 in report

	Electronic
	16

	Paper
	14

	Combination of electronic and paper
	42

	Biological samples
	2

	Audio and video tape
	6


Many projects collect the data on paper forms and then transfer them to databases.
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