International Middleware Event
Position Papers
In order to make effective use of the meeting time representatives are asked to provide a short position paper in advance of the meeting.  A summary paper on the basis of this information will be prepared for the meeting in order that discussion can progress effectively.

We would be grateful therefore if you could produce such a paper which covers/answers the following.  Ideally the paper should be about two sides of A4 – but, should be no longer than four sides.
I would be grateful if you could let me have this paper by Thursday 23 September 2004.  This will enable us to prepare summary documentation in time to circulate to attendees prior to the meeting.
	1
	Describe the national authentication scheme for research and education for your country.  In doing so it would be helpful if you could:
· Say how mature it is (ie experimental, pilot, production stage etc)
· Give examples of the digital library – and other – resources which are accessed under this scheme and comment on any particular issues you have encountered.
In the Netherlands there is no national authentication scheme in the same sense as Athens in the UK. However, we do have a national platform for authentication, based upon the open source software called A-Select. This software product has been developed by SURF. With the first release two years ago, the current version (1.4) can be considered as a mature version that is being used in full production by an increasing number of HEIs. It is mainly being deployed as a single sign-on system within an organisation (single administrative domain), although it has some rudimental capabilities for cross-organisational (federated) use. In a future version, full support for federative collaboration will be available.
Currently, most (academic) libraries provide access to online resources based upon IP address or through a proxy that a user has to logon to. SURF currently has a programme in place (Library Access Management) to stimulate the deployment of A-Select in academic libraries, optionally in combination with Shibboleth.

Apart from A-Select that provides access to web-based resources, we have a scheme in place for authenticated network access, called EduRoam. It is based on RADIUS servers placed in a hierarchy of trust.

	2
	Provide a brief statement on how your policy or policies for regulating the operation of the national scheme have been worked out; a reference or pointer to any relevant policy documents would be ideal (although the position paper should not contain the detailed policy).
Since A-Select is mainly deployed intra-organisational, there is no policy available. For EduRoam a policy is available drafted by TERENA’s TF-Mobility.

	3
	Do you have any other national authentication systems in place (ie systems used by government departments), and if so, how do these relate to research and education?
The Dutch government has put e-authentication as a major issue on the agenda. The architecture of the Overheids Toegangs Voorziening—OTV (Government Access Facility) is currently being drafted. It is based upon the Nieuwe Authenticatie Voorziening—NAV (New Authentication Facility) that has recently started production services and that was created by a number of government agencies that provide social security services. NAV is based upon A-Select and so will OTV.
Also, public libraries and some commercial companies are using A-Select as their authentication platform. 

	4
	What consideration has been given to interacting with authentication systems other than your own?  These could be third party systems within your country (eg any government schemes which may exist) or systems in other countries.
This interaction between the various domains has only recently come up. An example is the interaction of the NAV with SURF’s Virtual Clearing House—VCH. Also, we intend to integrate A-Select and Shibboleth more closely.
There’s some interest developing with commercial (trust) companies and the government in how to link the various trust domains, in order to authenticate once in one domain, but use credentials from the other domain. Another example is the following: a commercial company that provides a central backup solution for end users (read: students) wants to connect to EduRoam in order to service students at a lower tariff. What should be the conditions and policy for such a scenario? Should the company join the EduRoam federation?

	5
	In your view, to what extent can the same national infrastructures be used to access digital library, e-learning and e-research (Grid) resources and services?
If a standards-based platform is in place, a single infrastructure with interoperable components should be viable.

	6
	Has there been any thinking in your organisation/country about the privacy implications of your systems.  Whilst this is a very important issue we do not think it appropriate to discuss in any detail at the meeting.  However, we think it would be beneficial at this stage to have information about different countries’ understanding and experience of this issue for information.
Yes, an example is a health care forum service, provided by a commercial company, where pseudonyms are being to for the identity of the online users. In the back-office, a mapping between the real identity and the pseudonym is maintained.
Another example is the goal to support role-based access to e.g. publisher’s resources in order to protect an individual’s privacy.
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