JISC LAMS Workshop (Jan 11, 2005)
Who are we?

CRIPSAT (Centre for Research in Primary Science and Technology) based at Centre for Lifelong Learning, University of Liverpool. www.cripsat.org.uk 
What do we do?
· research, curriculum development, evaluation 
· development of key stage 2 & 3 national standard tests for science 

· formative assessment development for QCA, and linked CPD events for science teachers
· e-learning projects

Why are we interested in LAMS?

· We have worked with various sectors (FE, HE, LEAs, voluntary, SMEs, community groups) to support their e-learning development
· interested in instructional design, pedagogy and e-learning tools that are easy-to-use for the non-technical users
What we are trying to do with LAMS?

	
	Traditional
	Learning
	LAMS

	1. Teacher level
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	APS Teachers’ Guide
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INSET training for teachers
	LAMS activity sequence 

for CPD aimed at teachers: ‘Introduction to formative assessment in science’

	2. Student level


	Assessing Progress in Science (APS) pack 
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Classroom activities for students
	LAMS activity sequence 

for students


Aim of sequence:
CPD activity for teachers, inducting teachers in the use of formative assessment in science using a recurring sequence developed for the QCA hard-copy materials.
Encouraging discussion and making criterion-related judgements about students’ level of understanding in a given areas of the science curriculum.
Advantages of using LAMS

Teachers can access illustrations, other children’s work collected by other teachers.

Teachers can share ideas as well as illustrations asynchronously, articulating their professional judgements.
Features used for the above sequence:
Notice board, sharing resources and polling

Experiences using LAMS

	Positives
	
	Issues

	Activity-focus is very helpful.
	
	It was not possible to add images to the polling or forum activities in which teachers are asked to interpret children’s drawings. It was resolved by inserting a ‘sharing resources’ activity that includes the image before the polling.

	Source material is activity based – lends itself to LAMS.
	
	Naming sequences and versions is important as it affects how sequences are displayed LAMS. Currently, sequences are shown in one long list. A directory structure that authors could self-manage might be helpful. Or, perhaps, this is an issue for each individual to employ a naming strategy that is consistent throughout, and at which we are getting better along the way?

	Very easy to create and edit sequences!
	
	


Next steps
Create further CPD units as well as LAMS activities for pupils, which teachers can use in their classroom. 
