Minutes of the Third Meeting of the JISC Core Middleware Advisory Board held on 25 April 2005 at Centre Point, London.

Attendees:





JISC Executive:

Iain Stinson (Chair)




Alan Robiette



Brian Gilmore





Terry Morrow (JISC Consultant)

Alun Hughes





Avalon McAllister (minutes)


Tony Linde





In Attendance (for Item 6 only): 

Jean Sykes





James Mulhern (Eduserv MATU)  








Richard Dunning (Eduserv MATU)








Lyn Norris (Eduserv Athens)

0. Apologies

0.1 Apologies were received from Ann Borda, Peter Crowe and Ian Dolphin.

1. Welcome, Introduction and Overview of Agenda

1.1 The Chair welcomed members to the meeting and brief introductions were made.

1.2 Alan Robiette updated members on changes/developments within the JISC Executive over the next couple of months.   Alan will be retiring on 30 June and Bill Olivier will be taking up post as Development Director (Systems and Technology) on 1 June.  Before he leaves Alan will be mainly working with Terry Morrow on progressing the JISC Shibboleth Federation.  Nicole Harris will return from maternity leave in June/July and Ann Borda will be in post until October/November.  

1.3 Alan updated members on the LSC funding issues.

2 Minutes of the Meeting held on 18 January 2005 and Matters Arising

2.1 The minutes of the meeting held on 18 January 2005 were AGREED as a correct record.

2.2 Minute 1.2 – It was AGREED that the statement on JISC Core Middleware should be forwarded to the assessors in the devolved countries.  It was also AGREED that when future initiatives take place, the devolved funding councils should be invited to participate at an early stage.

2.3 Minute 1.3 – Members discussed how to take forward the Accounting Study.  It was noted that the original briefing for the AAA project could well have included this and it was felt that there is a need to look at what Internet2 and the Swiss are doing.  It was AGREED that the terms of reference for the 3 month scoping project should include updating on what is happening in the area.  Members AGREED to forward suggestions on consultants who could undertake the project to Alan Robiette.

2.4 Minute 5.1 – Alan Robiette updated members on proposals received and it was noted that two proposals required re-writing and only one of these had been returned to date.  It was AGREED that Alan would circulate these electronically to members for views.  As there is a committed funding line for early adopters, if these proposals are not funded it was suggested that spare funding could be used for a call to the devolved countries or for setting up the JISC Federation. 

2.5 Minute 6.1 – Alan Robiette AGREED to clarify with SIPS how to link the project to the JISC project web site.

2.6 Minute 10.1 – Alan Robiette updated members on progress with EduPerson and it was NOTED that this is now being reviewed in the TERENA Middleware Forum.  The forthcoming discussions with Becta will also cover use of EduPerson in the broader UK educational context.

3 Core Middleware and Technical Development Programme: Progress Report

3.1 Alan Robiette updated members on progress.  It was noted that some negative comments have been received about the Eduserv origin software.

3.2 Terry Morrow updated members on the Core Middleware Project meeting which will take place on 16/17 May at Loughborough.  Presentations will be given by MIMAS, EDINA and Eduserv and there will be a dedicated session for all early adopters in the afternoon of 17 May which will be led by Eduserv.  Terry AGREED to invite representatives from Finland to this event (the Swiss have already agreed to attend and present).

4 Core Middleware Infrastructure Programme: Progress Report

4.1 Terry Morrow informed members that MIMAS is reporting to be on track with a small underspend which they have suggested using for training purposes.  It was AGREED that there is a need to understand what they want and at what sort of level and Terry AGREED to follow this up.

4.2 Members discussed the MIMAS work packages; concerns were raised that the Athens gateway testing has been delayed until the latter half of 2005 and it was AGREED that this should be discussed with Eduserv.

4.3 Members noted that the ATHENS contract negotiations will be taking place in the summer and it was AGREED that there is a need to ensure that the contractual discussions tie into the concerns of this programme.  Update.  
4.4 Members NOTED the large underspend from EDINA and discussed their proposals for utilising this funding.  Members AGREED the following:

· Federation Management Tools

up to £20,000

· SWITCH Integration Tools

up to £20,000

· Attribute Release Policy


up to £25,000

· Resource Registry


up to £20,000

4.5 It was AGREED that £20,000 should be clawed back from EDINA to obtain an independent legal review.

4.6 Discussion needs to take place with EDINA about the proposals for European Collaboration, Inter- and Intra-Federation Operation and VO Definition and Use Cases.

4.7 It was AGREED that the balance of the underspend should be clawed back from EDINA to be used for an early adopters programme in Scotland and a letter should be sent to SHEFC inviting them to participate in the programme.

5 Assisted Take Up Service Presentation and Report

5.1 The Chair welcomed James Mulhern, Richard Dunning and Lyn Norris who gave a presentation on their plans for the Assisted Take Up Service (attached).  

5.2 Members discussed the timescales for Athens Origin to Shibboleth target testing and Eduserv AGREED to talk to MIMAS, EDINA and Terry Morrow about timetabling.   Members felt that it is important to allow sufficient testing time to be available to national services.

5.3 Members raised concerns about the Eduserv-developed origin software and Eduserv felt that they would be able to demonstrate impartiality as between their own product and the Internet2-developed software.  It was AGREED that there is a need to check the ATHENS development plan.

5.4 Members discussed Federations and informed Eduserv that JISC will be setting up a national Shibboleth Federation.  Concerns were experessed over how this would work with the Eduserv Federation and whether there would be single sign in a situation where multiple Federations exist.  

5.5 The Chair thanked Eduserv for their presentation.

6 Core Middleware Programme Meeting

6.1 This was covered under Note 3.2.

7 Outreach

7.1 Terry Morrow updated members on outreach activities.

7.2 Terry informed members that he is trying to get support from publishers for early implementers such as Institute of Physics Publishing and members ENDORSED this proposal.  Terry AGREED to keep in touch with key people in the Publisher and Libraries Solutions Committee.

8 Any Other Business

8.1 Federations

Following earlier discussions, Alan Robiette informed members that he will be seeking input from the Board on setting up the JISC Federation and the blueprint will then be issued as a consultative document to the community.  It is hoped that an advanced draft will be available for the Core Middleware Project meeting in May.  Issues that need to be covered are how multiple Shibboleth Federations are going to work and how Shibboleth Federations will work with the Athens Federation.  It was AGREED that provisional documentation should be done in-house.

8.2 Funding Gaps

Members discussed possible funding gaps and whether additional technical support for the Core Middleware work might be required in future (similar to the support that UKOLN provide for the digital libraries area).  It was AGREED that this merited further discussion.

8.3 Alan Robiette

The Chair thanked Alan for all his work in a very technical and political area.

9 Date of Next Meeting

It was AGREED that the date of the next meeting should be agreed by email.
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