22 October 2004
JISC Circular 8/04
Notification of Funding Opportunities for E-Learning 
Development Activities for 2004/2005

	To:
	Heads of Further and Higher Education Institutions funded by the English, Scottish and Welsh Further and Higher Education Funding Councils and by DEL, Northern Ireland.

	Of Interest To:
	Learning Resource Managers
Directors of Information Systems and Services

Directors of IT Services

JISC Regional Support Centres and JISC Services


Introduction

1. The JISC regularly funds programmes, services and other activities that promote and support the use of e-learning. The aim of these activities is to identify how e-learning approaches might be used to facilitate learning and to advise on how these approaches might be effectively implemented.

2. The JISC Learning and Teaching committee is funding a three year programme to July 2007 which aims to:
· Identify effective approaches to e-learning practice;
· Create examples of effective practice in learning, teaching and technology; 

· Design open standards-based applications to support learning and teaching;
· Design innovative e-learning applications; and
· Enable the sharing of resources and practice across communities.

A New Approach to Funding Development Activities

3. To assist institutions in mapping their own activities and strategic agenda with this development programme it is helpful to provide a roadmap (attached) which shows the development plan for the current academic year.  This letter provides an overview of proposed JISC e-learning activities and a list of the potential calls for proposals over the next 12 months.


Who is this Circular of Interest To?
4. We would urge you to ensure that these details are disseminated to the most appropriate post holders in your institution. This will usually be the learning resources manager and/or the head of information services. Three copies of this circular have been sent to you to assist this process.

Funding Opportunities September – December 2004
5. The table below shows details of funding opportunities that will build upon and further develop and support projects and studies previously funded.  The current status of these funding opportunities can be found on the JISC website at http://www.jisc.ac.uk/elearning.
	Title
	Total Funding Available
	Release on website
	Deadline

	Regional Pilots: further details from 

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/programme_edistributed.html 
	£3.6M
	10 Sept 04 
	15 Nov 04

	Designing for learning: practice models for elearning
	£50k
	Early Nov
	Tbc

	Specification and development of distributed elearning reference models
	£500k
	Early Nov
	Tbc

	E-Learning Frameworks Demonstrators and Pedagogical Case Studies (Phase 1)
	£350k
	Late Nov
	Tbc

	Technical Development Projects (Phase 2)
	£200k
	Late Nov
	Tbc

	Repurposing and Reusing Learning Materials for Deposit in the JORUM National Repository
	£800k
	22 Oct 04
	3 Dec 04

	Supporting Studies
	
	
	

	Study: Baseline impact study for the regional pilots
	£30k
	18 Aug 04
	20 Sept 04

	Study: Mobile and wireless technologies
	£30k
	03 Sept 04 
	27 Sept 04

	Study: Physical Learning Spaces Design
	£30k
	03 Sept 04
	27 Sept 04

	Study: Scope of Learner Consultation 
	£20k
	Early Nov
	Tbc

	Study: Sustainability of Open Source Tools
	£40k
	Late Nov
	Tbc

	Study: Evaluator for elearning tools
	£80k
	15 Oct 04
	12 Nov 04

	Study: Risk assessment of regional distributed e-learning pilots
	£30k
	Early Nov
	Tbc


6. Attached is a copy of JISC Circular 9/04 which invites bids from institutional consortia to make available e-learning resources that are suitable for wider national use through the JORUM repository. The deadline for submitting proposals is 12 noon on Friday 3rd December 2004.  Further information can be found at: http://www.jisc.ac.uk/funding_circular9_04.html. 
Updates
7. The table will be updated on a regular basis, with the first update in January 2005.  Details of each funding opportunity will be posted on the JISC website at http://www.jisc.ac.uk/elearning and announced via the JISC-ANNOUNCE@jiscmail.ac.uk. Details of how to subscribe to this list can be found at http://www.jisc.ac.uk/funding.html.

Further Details
8. Enquiries about the E-Learning Programme should be addressed to: Paul Bailey, JISC Executive, University of Bristol, Beacon House, Queen’s Road, Bristol, BS8 1QU, tel: 0117 954 5074, email: p.bailey@jisc.ac.uk. 
9. General enquiries should be addressed to: Ann Lloyd, JISC Executive, Northavon House, Coldharbour Lane, Bristol, BS16 1QD, tel: 0117 931 7111 email: a.lloyd@jisc.ac.uk. 
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