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The “Archaeobrowser” .. ..

CIE Demonstrator
project goes to Berlin

The ‘Archaeobrowser’
gets further funding

Further information

presentations:

http://involve.jisc.ac.uk/wpmu/sea
JISC Digitisation Blog

Reports from both these workshops have been circulated.
18th July JISC Symposium, Cardiff, Wales
19-20th July JISC Digitisation Conference, Wales

A blog and wiki are available for both of these events, including PowerPoint

JISC Strategic Content Alliance blog (under construction)

http://involve.jisc.ac.uk/wpmul/digitisation
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The Strategic Content Alliance
(SCA) are keeping a watch on
developments with the ‘Public
Service Publisher’, currently
being debated at Ofcom (Office of
Communication)

You Tube/Google visit

Recently Stuart Dempster and Emma
Beer from the SCA visited YouTube
in Victoria, London. This meeting
was virtually-facilitated by Obie
Greenberg, the YouTube university
partnerships outreach officer in the
us.

They met with Lori Scott and Theo
Luke, both ‘Content Partnership
Associates’ who make up one third
of the team responsible for the
whole of Europe. Understandably,
YouTube have not pursued university-
partnerships to a great degree. They
emphasised that they are first and
foremost a technology platform, and
their prime objective is ‘just getting
stuff out there’ (though ‘monetization’
methods are in development in the
States).

They were shown some examples
of how some universities in Europe
(two in Spain and one in ltaly) have

embedded the YouTube video player
into their university homepage. These
include anything from full lectures
and speeches to promotional videos
directed at new students. YouTube
have had interest from Cambridge

in promoting biotechnology and
biotechnology lectures, but they are
waiting for further buy-in before this
can be progressed.

New Scientist, the European
Commission and more famously,

10 Downing St, have and are using
the YouTube promotional branding
channel to stream video at a low cost.
Take a look at the way New Scientist
embeds YouTube video within their
articles at www.newscientist.
com/blog/environment/2007/08/
exploding-bushfire-mystery.html



Finally, Emma reported that yes, their
office did live up to its reputation with
a large canteen full of free food and
drink, games, ‘zany’ colours, sweets,
a jeans uniform and...a Nintendo Wii
for staff use.

IPR and Policy News

[with thanks to the JISC IPR
Consultancy]

Gowers Review of
Intellectual Property Update

Actions by the UK'’s Intellectual
Property Office in responding to

the Gowers Review of IP are taking
longer than target dates, although it
seems likely that significant initiatives
will emerge in the next few weeks.

Suggested action: The SCA will
continue to keep a close watching
brief on this important area and
will report back any significant
developments.

Power of Information Report

www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/
publications/reports/power_
information/power_information.
pdf A potentially important report
has been produced for the Cabinet
Office on the Power of Information.
As a result, the Government rapidly
responded to the report:
www.cabinetoffice.gov.
uk/newsroom/news_
releases/2007/070625_info_res.asp

Cabinet Office Minister Hilary
Armstrong said that the Government
would:

= Engage in partnership with user—
led online communities, not attempt
to replicate them;

m Ensure that it fully understands and
responds appropriately to changes
in the information market; and

m Advise civil servants on how best to
participate in new media to correct
mis—information or better inform
citizens on day—to—day issues.

Suggested action: The SCA

will examine the report and the
Government response, and will report
back to JISC staff and/or through this
Newsletter.

Items for
consideration

JISC Patent Workshop

In the last Newsletter (Newsletter
20), we mentioned the report from
a workshop on patents organised
by JISC which concluded that JISC
might consider the possibility of
developing a prior art database
(perhaps based on an existing
repository) as a way of dealing with
patent infringement claims that may
arise in the future.

Under the JISC Capital Programme,
a project called CIRCLE which
involves Oxford Brookes, The
Association for Learning Technology
(ALT) and Intrallect has, as one of its
aims, to investigate the potential for
an ALT repository of prior art.

Suggested action: The SCA will
keep in touch with this project

and will report back regarding its
recommendations in due course.

Other news

BBC web downloads set to
launch

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/
technology/6245062.stm

The BBC’s on demand TV service,
the BBC iPlayer, will launch to the
public on 27 July, the corporation

has revealed. UK users will be able
to download popular shows over the
net seven days after broadcast to
watch on their PC. Later this year, the
service will also be available via links
from YouTube and could also appear
on other websites such as MSN,
Bebo, and Facebook. At launch the
application will only work on Windows
PCs but a version for the Mac could
be available by autumn. Over time
other features will be added to the
iPlayer including live streaming of
programmes, the BBC Radio Player
and “series stacking”, which will allow
users to download episodes from
series retrospectively.

UK firm pays £250,000 for
unlicensed software use
www.out-law.com/page-8166

The Business Software Alliance
(BSA) has reached its largest ever
out-of-court settlement with a UK firm
for the use of unlicensed Microsoft,
Adobe and Autodesk software on
hundreds of PCs.

Green Paper on the
European Research Area:
New Perspectives — access
to scientific information

http://ec.europa.eu/research/
eral/consultationera_
en.html#greenpaper

This European Commission Green
Paper identifies “effective knowledge
sharing” as a key area for the ERA
(European Research Area) and asks
whether there is a need for EU-level
policies and practices to improve
and ensure open access to and
dissemination of raw data and peer-
reviewed publications from publicly
funded research results”. A public
consultation by online questionnaire
is open for response until 31st
August. It is not clear how influential
the consultation will be.
http://lec.europa.eu/research/eral
questionnaire_en.html

Intellectual Property
Enforcement Directive

The second Intellectual Property
Rights Enforcement Directive
(IPRED2) is now going through the
Justice and Home Affairs route in
the European Parliament. There is
a general reluctance towards this
Directive. Some delegations have
stated that the draft Directive is

the wrong tool and they do not see
criminal sanctions as a way forward.

Member States are developing their
positions on IPRED2. The United
Kingdom'’s Intellectual Property Office
has been collecting comments on the
draft Directive (the call for comments
was not widely distributed however
and has officially closed at the end of
May. A stakeholder meeting was held
on 26th June.) See www.ipo.gov.
uk/policy/policy-notices/policy-
notices-euenforcement.htm See
Amended proposal for a Directive

of the European Parliament and of
the Council on criminal measures
aimed at ensuring the enforcement
of intellectual property rights —
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2005/0127(COD) — FFII/EFF/EBLIDA/
BEUC Coalition Report on the
proposal as amended in Strasbourg
by the European Parliament at its

first reading on Wednesday, 25 April,
2007 http://action.ffii.org/ipred2/
Report_on_EP_vote.

Science Commons/SPARC

www.iwr.co.uk/information-world-
review/features/2174285/commons-
touch-rights

Science Commons, a development by
Creative Commons, together with the
Scholarly Publishing and Academic
Resources Coalition (SPARC) has
developed amendments to copyright
agreements that will make it easier
for authors to retain rights, including
the right to reuse their articles and to
post them in repositories.

Other news -
International

News from WIPO

The Provisional Committee on
Proposals for a WIPO (World
Intellectual Property Organization)
Development Agenda (PCDA) has
had meetings during which WIPO
members negotiated agreements on
several proposals for new activities.

Proposals agreed during this last
meeting covered domains such as
Technical assistance, rule making,
technology transfer, development
impact assessments, WIPO’s
mandate, touching topics such as
protection to competition, access to
knowledge and open collaborative
models to support public domain.
The key development is the fact
that WIPO will no longer pursue
expansions of intellectual property
rights, but now is a place to discuss
a broad range of topics, including
measures to protect or promote
access to knowledge, the implications
and benefits of a rich and accessible
public domain, and strategies for
dealing with abuses of rights, or
other measures to protect the public
interest.

World Intellectual Property
Organisation (WIPO)
Broadcasting Treaty dead...
for now

http://[followthemedia.com/
mediarules/wipo23062007.htm

WIPQO’s Standing Committee on
Copyright and Related Rights
(SCCR) failed to achieve agreement
on a treaty draft that would have been
sent to the Diplomatic Conference
scheduled for November. The end
result might have been a treaty
among the 184 WIPO signatory
Member States establishing a new
range of intellectual property rights,
the essential provision being a 50
year right conferred on broadcasters
for anything they transmit, content
ownership rights being a separate
issue.... “Several country delegations
began to ask deeper questions
about the rationale for the treaty, and
examined ways to limiting the scope
and nature of the treaty,” said James
Love, Director of Knowledge Ecology
International, reviewing Friday’s
finale. “In the end, the broadcasters
demanded too much, and made too
few concessions, for the treaty to
move forward. Delegates at WIPO
were no longer willing to ignore
issues of access to knowledge,

or the control of anticompetitive
practices.”...The biggest loser in

this episode is WIPO. Failure to
bring the Broadcasting Treaty to a
Diplomatic Conference reflects badly
on SCCR members and very badly
on WIPO General Secretary Kamil
Idris. Several developed nations,

the United States included, find their
constituents better served within the
World Trade Organization (WTO) and
the General Agreement on Tariffs
and Trade (GATT) treaty. Traditional
media will continue to chase “free-
riders” but international treaties have
broad stakeholders evermore diligent
in defending common sense content
and distribution rights.”

New report on ‘Building
the Infrastructure for Data
Access and Reuse in
Collaborative Research: A
Legal Analysis’
www.oaklaw.qut.edu.au
www.e-research.law.qut.edu.au

This is a report of QUT’s Open
Access to Knowledge (OAK) Law
and Legal Framework for e-Research
Projects. Both projects are funded as
part of the Department of Education,
Science and Training (DEST)
Systematic Infrastructure Initiative
(SI). The report examines the legal
framework within which research data
is generated, managed, disseminated
and used and provides an overview
of copyright, contract, confidentiality

laws and legislation of relevance

to research data. The report also
describes current practices and
attitudes to data sharing and
analyses a wide array of databases
to ascertain the arrangements
currently in place to manage and
provide access to research data.
Finally, the report provides practical
guidance on the development and
implementation of legal frameworks
for data management with the
objective of ensuring that research
data can be accessed and used by
other researchers.

Release of ECL 2.0 Open
Source Licence for
Educational Use

The OSI has given approval for the
new ECL 2.0 Licence which should
hopefully be listed shortly at: http://
opensource.org/. It is envisaged
that this new licence will herald an
important milestone for open source
projects in education.

European Commission
tender on impact of the
public domain

http://ec.europa.eu/information_
society/activities/digital_libraries/
index_en.htm

The European Commission has
issued a call for tender for a study

on the economic and social impact
of the public domain. One aspect

of the study will be to look at the
conditions imposed on access and
re-use of public domain content by
libraries and other cultural institutions
when entering into public-private
partnership digitisation deals. It also
mentions how the role of the public
domain was part of the recent WIPO
development agenda discussions.
The main purpose of this study is to
have a first and general overview of
what is the situation in Europe with
regard to public domain material and
to access the economic and social
impact of the public domain. One
aspect of the study will be to look the
conditions imposed on access and re-
use of public domain was part of the
recent WIPO development agenda
discussions. The main purpose of this
study is to have a first and general
overview of what is the situation

in Europe with regard to public
domain material and to assess the
economic and social potential of the
accessibility to the material.
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Forthcoming events

Strategic Intellectual Property
Management Geneva
(Switzerland)

www.wipo.int/academy/en/
execed/sipm/ge_sep_07/index.
html

Report Watch

Forthcoming

José-Marie Griffiths and Donald
King, ‘Physical Spaces and Virtual
Visitors — The Methodologies of a
Comprehensive IMLS-Sponsored
Study of Users and Uses of
Museums’ commissioned by The
Institute of Museum and Library
Services (IMLS)

Forthcoming

David Pierce, ‘Expanding Access to
Moving Image and Audio Collections
in the Digital Age — Strategy and
Recommendations’. Prepared for the
Library of Congress, Motion Picture,
Broadcasting and Recorded Sound
Division and the UCLA Film and
Television Archive].

Other News

The “Archaeobrowser” CIE
Demonstrator project goes
to Berlin

Stuart Jeffrey, Archaeology Data
Service, University of York, U.K.

In April the Archaeology Data
Service (ADS) presented the results
of the The Common Information
Environment Demonstrator project
(know as Archaeobrowser) project
at the annual Computer Applications
and Quantative Methods in
Archaeology (CAA 2007) conference
in Berlin provoking an enthusiastic
response from delegates. The
Archaeobrowser has tackled some
of the problems of searching
complex heritage datasets using a
standard search box by creating a
browser-based demonstrator. The
traditional search box approach
requires significant knowledge of
the datasets to be interrogated and
often results in low user confidence.
The Archaeobrowser makes use of
facetted classification technology

Browser Panel

Weloome Results

Select Map: UK. | England | Scotland | Wales

QZoom out

Fig. 1. The browser panel displaying the number of monuments selected within each region.

to guide the user through over
1,000,000 records from multiple
datasets.

Archaeobrowser was initially a
collaborative project between the
ADS and Adiuri Systems, building on
two earlier demonstrator projects and
using Adiuri’'s Waypoint classification
software. The project was initiated

in 2004 by the CIE working party
through Dr Paul Miller, CIE Director.
Paul’s vision for the project was

to build a robust, engaging and
technically sophisticated online
demonstrator that permitted browsing
and searching of cultural heritage
data. The demonstrator was to
combine cross-searching of discrete,
remote data sets using a new
generation of facetted classification
tools. Facetted classification has

not been used much in the heritage

sector but provides a new way of
interrogating data sets which can

be indexed according to multiple
attributes, or ‘facets’. The data sets
in question (provided under license
by the ADS, English Heritage and
others) are cognate though not
explicitly linked and the demonstrator
enables users to find and make
intellectual links between the data
sets not normally available via a
unified interface. At the core of this
linking was a move from cross-
searching to cross-browsing. Rather
than being faced with an empty
search box, users are invited to
navigate their own pathway through
over a million records which have
been pre-indexed according to the
three key variables of ‘When’, ‘What’
and ‘Where’. The aim was to enable
users to ‘Point and Click’ not ‘“Type
and Hope'. For the ‘where’ facet,
geography was identified as a readily
understood way to cross-reference
data, though it was also recognised
that this introduced a need for
software development and data
cleaning, the latter coming through
use of the geoXwalk gazetteer (www.
geoxwalk.ac.uk/). In addition to the
facetted classification approach,

the project explored issues of
personalisation, ensuring that rich
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Fig. 2. The query panel with the ‘When’
hierarchy expanded to the top level of
period browsing

content was available and also
ensuring the accessibility of content
by providing a series of ‘trails’ through
the data (predefined sets of results
on specific topics for pedagogic
purposes).

At the core of facetted classification
lies the idea of a ‘knowledge map’ —
in effect a poly-hierarchical specialist
thesaurus in which the relationship
between different concepts are
ordered. This knowledge map
becomes the principal support for
users browsing the underlying data.
This project shows that subject
specialist thesauri are not inherently
user friendly so it is naive to presume
that thesauri can be deployed as a
knowledge map without considerable
editorial input. However, contrary

to the trend in information retrieval,

it is also apparent that a well-
formed knowledge map reduces

our dependence on metadata. By
explicitly structuring the relevant
concepts, many of the problems

in metadata search and retrieval
were resolved. In some cases

the metadata presented to the

indexer was simply superfluous to
requirements. In others the indexer
was able to resolve inconsistencies
by reference to the concept map.
Consequently, the demonstrator
presents two counter-intuitive
conclusions: that where there is a well
worked out knowledge map, even
summary metadata schema (e.g.
Dublin Core) can be over-specified;
and schemas which muddle concepts
need not hinder resource discovery.

A key element of Berlin presentation
was to show how the project

was bringing the benefits of the
facetted classification system to the
user through a sophisticated and
thoroughly user tested interface.
The interface consists of a number
of complementary elements that
guide the user through the discovery
process by allowing them to select
facets with a mouse click rather
than simply typing in a search term
and hoping for the best. Of course,
a traditional search box is still
provided, with a slight enhancement
whereby recognised terms are
‘auto-completed’ from the systems
range of thesauri. At each stage in
the resource discovery process the
user is allowed to switch between
numerous data views that show,

for example, the geographical
distribution of records and the
actual record set itself. Naturally,
the geographical interface can be
used to further narrow a search in
the ‘where’ category, again with

a click of the mouse. When this
interface was demonstrated during
the CAA in Berlin even those
delegates who were struggling

with the underlying data handling
concepts became excited by the
possibilities offered by this approach
to data searching. A number of
useful discussions were instigated
between the ADS and providers

of large scale archaeological and
cultural heritage datasets across
Europe. The ADS itself is hoping to
take the Archaeobrowser concept
forward to full implementation as
part of an eScience funded project
in partnership with the department of
Computer Science at the University of
Sheffield.

The demonstrator is available online
at http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/cie

News Flash

The Archaeology Data Service/
AHDS Archaeology has just
received news that it has been
awarded funding for a major
research project submitted

to the e-Science Research
Grants scheme (AHRC-
EPSRC-JISC). This project,
known as Archaeotools, is a
collaboration with the Department
of Computer Science at the
University of Sheffield and has

a number of strands including
full implementation of the CIE
Archaeobrowser facetted
classification web interface
(http://muninn.york.ac.uk/).
This was initially developed as

a JISC funded demonstrator
under the Common Information
Environment programme and was
highly successful in providing

a ‘proof of concept’ test bed for
this exciting technology, without
which this new bid would not
have been feasible. We fully
expect this project to facilitate

a major enhancement of the
ADS'’s ArchSearch service and
ultimately make more and richer
archaeological information
available to our users. Full details
of the project and its progress
will appear shortly on the ADS
website (http://ads.ahds.ac.uk).

The Strategic Content Alliance
Newsletter is written and
produced by Emma Beer

(e.beer@jisc.ac.uk) and Stuart
Dempster (s.dempster@jisc.
ac.uk).
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