
Further information
JISC, British Library, BBC, 
National Health Service, Becta, 
and Museums, Libraries and 
Archives Council working 
together to fully realise the 
potential of e-content for all 
users. For more information on 
the Strategic Content Alliance, 
please visit:
www.jisc.ac.uk/contentalliance
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Forthcoming events
SCA Standards Guide Peer Review Workshop, 3 December 2008, London, 
10.30–15.00.
The event will bring together some of the UK’s leading experts in this field, 
providing an opportunity to share ideas and network in addition to being a 
‘critical friend’ to the guide. The guide has been developed to add context to the 
JISC Information Environment Standards Catalogue generally, and some key 
standards that affect cultural heritage, health, education/research and public 
service broadcasting specifically.

For more information and to download the draft guide please visit http://sca.jiscinvolve.
org. We would welcome any comments or suggestions on this draft documentation. 
These should be emailed to Stuart Dempster (s.dempster@jisc.ac.uk).

SCA updates in brief
Recent events
The SCA IPR and Licensing Excellence Gateway Workshop took place on 
3 November. The event brought together some of the UK’s leading IPR and 
licensing specialists working in the public, private and not-for-profit sectors, 
and peer-reviewed documentation in the form of an IPR toolkit for public sector 
bodies, which has been produced for the SCA by Naomi Korn and Professor 
Charles Oppenheim. Copies of the draft documentation can be found at http://
sca.jiscinvolve.org. You are invited to review and comment on these drafts to 
Naomi Korn (naomi@naomikorn.com).

Latest podcast
Find out more about the SCA as Rebecca O’Brien catches up with Stuart 
Dempster, SCA director, about the alliance’s achievements and what its next 
steps will be.
www.jisc.ac.uk/news/stories/2008/10/podcast59stuartdempster

SCA sponsors’ updates
British Library: The ARROW project (Accessible Registry of Rights 
Information on Orphan Works for the European Digital Library) has been 
awarded funding under the European Commission eContentplus programme. 
The ARROW project aims to deliver an interoperable rights information and 
clearance structure across Europe that will facilitate the identification of rights 
holders and the status of intellectual property rights to works. The British 
Library and the Copyright Licensing Agency are contract partners on the 
project; the Publishing Licensing Society and Authors’ Licensing and Collecting 
Society are associate partners. Activity on the work packages is due to begin 
after a kick-off meeting for project partners this month.

MLA: The Archive Awareness Campaign has launched its fifth annual 
campaign to celebrate community archives and the roles individuals have 
played in shaping local history. This year’s ‘Take Your Place in History’ theme 
focuses on the importance of communities and their role in the making of this 
country’s history. www.archiveawareness.com

Becta: Two inner-city schools, Djanogly City Academy in Nottingham and 
Blackburn the Redeemer Church of England Primary School in Blackburn, 
have won Becta’s ICT Excellence awards for their innovative use of technology.
http://news.becta.org.uk/display.cfm?resID=38753
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JISC news

Images at your fingertips
A new online tutorial has been 
launched to help users locate 
copyright-cleared images on the 
internet, for use in learning and 
teaching materials. Created by 
TASI (JISC’s Advisory Service for 
digital media) and Intute as part of 
the Virtual Training Suite, the free 
Internet for Image Searching tutorial 
is designed to facilitate quick and 
hassle-free access to a vast range 
of photographs and other visual 
resources online, most of which are 
entirely free to use.

www.vts.intute.ac.uk/tutorial/
imagesearching

Hairdressing Training is top 
of the crop
An educational resource provided 
free of charge by JISC Collections 
has won an Innovations Award at 
the Handheld Learning Awards in 
October. Hairdressing Training’s 
mobile learning method is the first of 
its kind in the UK and is delivered via 
mobile telephones or other remote 
access devices.

www.manchester.ac.uk/aboutus/
news/display/?id=4060

Scribbles and scribes
Two more JISC Digitisation 
Programme projects have launched 
this month, making cartoons and the 
work of first world war poets freely 
accessible to all. The British Cartoon 
Archive enables free access to over 

120,000 images from 250 leading 
cartoonists, including work by Ralph 
Steadman, Martin Rowson and 
Steve Bell. It also includes the Carl 
Giles Collection, which has never 
previously been publicly available. 
The First World War Poetry Digital 
Archive provides access to the 
original manuscripts, letters and 
diaries of six Great War poets, 
including Wilfred Owen and Robert 
Graves, alongside a community 
collection of public memories of the 
war, and multimedia from the Imperial 
War Museum.

www.cartoons.ac.uk
www.oucs.ox.ac.uk/ww1lit

UK news

Ministerial reshuffle
Last month’s UK government 
reshuffle saw key ministers 
associated with the knowledge 
economy retain their posts. Michael 
Wills remains at the Ministry of 
Justice, which is responsible for 
freedom of information and data 
protection, while the government’s 
Web 2.0 champion, Tom Watson, 
keeps his role at the Cabinet 
Office. Two new arrivals at the 
Cabinet Office are also up to speed 
with knowledge economy issues. 
Baroness Vadera, who officials say 
has taken a keen interest in public 
sector information, joins the Cabinet 
Office while retaining a role at the 
Department for Business, Enterprise 
and Regulatory Reform. Liam Byrne, 
who is known to be an enthusiast for 
e-government, has joined the cabinet. 
Meanwhile at the Communities and 
Local Government department, 
Iain Wright and Baroness Andrews, 
ministers responsible for the largest 
information trading fund, Ordnance 
Survey, remain in place.

www.guardian.co.uk/
technology/2008/oct/09/
freeourdata.web20

Digital Britain
The Department for Business, 
Enterprise and Regulatory Reform 
(BERR) has announced that 
Stephen Carter, the first Minister 
for Communications, Technology 
and Broadcasting, is to produce a 
report on the UK’s digital economy. 
Drawing on expertise from across 
government, regulators and industry, 
Digital Britain will seek to accelerate 

the rate of growth, and cement the 
UK’s position as a world leader, 
in the knowledge and learning 
economy. To achieve this, Stephen 
Carter will bring forward proposals 
for both government and industry, 
to support the development of these 
sectors. A strategy will be developed 
to secure four key conditions: open 
markets; empowered and informed 
consumers and citizens; universal 
access to public service content; and 
a responsive regulatory framework. 
The Digital Britain report will consider 
what future legislative and non-
legislative measures are required to 
support the development of these 
critical sectors and will be published 
in spring 2009.

http://tinyurl.com/667r5w

Shown a Better Way
The finalists of the government’s 
Show Us a Better Way competition 
(featured in the September newsletter 
– see http://sca.jiscinvolve.
org/2008/09/11/sca-newsletter-
september-2008) have been 
announced and range from school 
catchment area finders to lavatory 
locators. The five winners were 
entries to: input your postcode to 
find out what your council recycles; 
a one-stop site to plan your cycling 
route; a site showing boundaries of 
school catchment areas; discover 
the nearest postbox; and Loofinder: 
a mobile texting or website that tells 
you where the nearest public toilet 
is. They will each receive part of the 
£80,000 prize funding to build a site 
with their ideas. A further five were 
chosen to improve/mock-up, and 
include Road Works API, Oldienet, 
Allotment Manager and the Free 
Legal Web. A further four ideas were 
declared to be fully working already.

www.showusabetterway.co.uk/
call/2008/11/and-the-winners-are.html
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RIN takes on UK Research 
Reserve
The Research Information Network 
(RIN) is taking responsibility for the 
Advisory Board for the UK Research 
Reserve (UKRR), which, following its 
successful 18-month pilot, has now 
been awarded funding by HEFCE 
of £9.7m over the next five years to 
extend its work to universities across 
the UK. The collaboration between 
higher education libraries and the 
British Library will secure the long 
term retention of, and access to, low-
use printed research journals.

www.rin.ac.uk/ukrr

International news
Google settles lawsuit
There has been much coverage 
of the groundbreaking agreement 
between Google and the Authors 
Guild and the Association of 
American Publishers. The $125m 
deal, if approved by a US district 
court, will establish a Books Rights 
Registry which will ensure that 
publishers and authors receive 
payments from Google (after it has 
taken a 37% cut). Internet users 
will be able to choose from and buy 
millions of titles, many out of print, 
or read them on a page-by-page 
basis. Libraries, universities and other 
organisations will also be able to 
purchase an institutional subscription, 
which will give users the ability to 
access the full text of all the titles in 
the Google Books index. According to 
the Read Write Web blog, the Books 
Rights Registry may help to address 
the problem of orphan works as there 
will now be an incentive for rights 
holders to claim their abandoned 
works. The settlement only applies 
to US copyright holders, but UK 
publishers and the Society of Authors 
have expressed hope that the deal 
will be replicated in the UK. Harvard 
University Library – one of the original 
research library partners – has 
subsequently stated that it will not 
take part in Google’s book scanning 
project for in-copyright works after 
finding the terms of the landmark 
settlement regarding copyrighted 
materials unsatisfactory. Harvard 
will continue with its policy of only 
allowing Google to scan books whose 
copyrights have expired.

www.readwriteweb.com/archives/
end_of_snippet_view_google_
books.php

www.guardian.co.uk/
technology/2008/oct/29/google-
books-publishing-online-royalties
A couple of good comment pieces: 
http://lessig.org/blog/2008/10/
on_the_google_book_search_agre.
html
www.googlizationofeverything.
com/2008/10/my_initial_take_on_
the_googlep.php

Cloudy Windows
Microsoft has unveiled a cloud 
computing service. The new 
platform, called Windows Azure, 
was announced at Microsoft’s 
Professional Developers Conference 
in Los Angeles. The framework will be 
offered alongside the next Windows 
release, Windows 7. The move sees 
Microsoft taking on established 
players such as Google and Amazon 
in the rapidly growing business of 
online software. The aim is to allow 
developers to build new applications 
that will live on the internet, rather 
than on their own computers.

The elephant in the library
A group of the US’s largest research 
libraries is collaborating to create a 
repository of their digital collections, 
including millions of books. These 
holdings will be archived and 
preserved in a single repository 
called the HathiTrust, which has been 
launched jointly by the 12-university 
consortium known as the Committee 
on Institutional Cooperation (CIC) 
and the 11 university libraries of 
the University of California system. 
Materials in the public domain will 
be available for reading online. 
Hathi is the Hindi word for elephant, 
which, according to the HathiTrust, 
‘underscores the immensity of this 
undertaking’.

www.hathitrust.org

IPR news

EU Green Paper deadline
The closing date for the EU Green 
Paper on Copyright Exceptions is 
30 November 2008. Read the Q+A 
with Naomi Korn on the Green 
Paper in the SCA September 
newsletter (http://sca.jiscinvolve.
org/2008/09/11/sca-newsletter-
september-2008) to find out more 
about the consultation and why it 
matters.

http://ec.europa.eu/internal_
market/copyright/copyright-infso/
copyright-infso_en.htm

Open news
New OA publishers 
association
The Open Access Scholarly 
Publishers Association (OASPA) 
launched last month. Its mission is to 
support and represent the interests of 
Open Access (OA) journal publishers 
globally in all scientific, technical 
and scholarly disciplines, through 
an exchange of information, setting 
of industry standards, advancing 
business and publishing models, 
education and the promotion of 
innovation. Membership of OASPA is 
open to both scholarly publishers and 
professional publishing organisations, 
including university presses and for 
profit and non-profit organisations.

www.oaspa.org

Bard unbarred
The Open Knowledge Foundation 
has set up an open science mailing 
list and is also setting up regular 
monthly virtual meetings for anyone 
interested in open textbooks. It is 
also encouraging the use and re-
use of its recently updated Open 
Shakespeare project. The exemplar 
open knowledge package provides 
the complete works of Shakespeare, 
along with textual apparatus 
(introduction, notes) and tools 
(concordance, search etc), all in an 
open form and delivers the material 
as a package that allows for easy 
deployment, redistribution and re-use.

Open Science mailing list: http://
lists.okfn.org/mailman/listinfo/
open-science

Open Textbook virtual meeting wiki: 
http://okfn.org/wiki/opentextbooks

Open Shakespeare: www.
openshakespeare.org

Opening up education
MIT Press have released a free 
downloadable e-book. Opening 
Up Education: The Collective 
Advancement of Education through 
Open Technology, Open Content, and 
Open Knowledge is edited by Toru 
Iiyoshi and MS Vijay Kumar with a 
foreword by John Seely Brown.

http://tinyurl.com/6k4tz6
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JISC: Librarian attitudinal 
survey

An annual survey conducted on 
behalf of JISC by the JISC Monitoring 
Unit at the University of Kent, shows 
that senior academic librarians 
believe that managing and promoting 
e-resources and e-content will be 
their main challenges over the next 
few years. The research found that in 
both the higher and further education 
sectors, the perceived shift away from 
print to a dependence on e-resources 
creates other challenges, such 
as how to manage the volume of 
material, how users can access it and 
how libraries and learning resource 
centres can provide or promote such 
resources. It also highlights financial 
issues, such as potential funding 
sources for the increasing amounts 
of new technology, electronic 
materials and subscriptions likely to 
be needed by the learning institutions 
of the future. The survey covered 
content, licensing, digitisation and 
communication issues.

www.jisc.ac.uk/
publications/publications/
attitudinalsurvey2008librariansreport

JISC: Data science
The future of data science should 
be organised and developed at 
international as well as institutional 
and discipline levels, according to 
Skills, Role and Career Structure 
of Data Scientists and Curators: 
Assessment of Current Practice and 
Future Needs.

Identifying and examining the needs of 
specific roles within the data industry, 
the report finds no defined career 
structure, development or consistency 
for data scientists and librarians. 
This has led to some staff feeling 
undervalued as they feel their role is 
not viewed as a professional one with 
set progression criteria. The report 
calls for a ‘repositioning’ of the role of 
the library in data-intensive research.

www.jisc.ac.uk/
publications/publications/
dataskillscareersfinalreport

JISC: Digital preservation 
policies
This JISC-funded study by Charles 
Beagrie Ltd aims to provide an outline 
model for digital preservation policies 
and to analyse the role that digital 
preservation can play in supporting 
and delivering key strategies for 
HE and FE institutions. Although 
it focuses on these sectors, the 
study draws widely on policy and 
implementations from other sectors 
and countries and will be of interest 
to those wishing to develop policy 
and justify investment in digital 
preservation within a wide range of 
institutions.

www.jisc.ac.uk/publications/
publications/jiscpolicyfinalreport

Becta: Fair access

Achieving fair access to technology 
for parents, young people and adult 
learners is likely to be a continuing 
challenge, says Becta’s Harnessing 
Technology Review 2008. The report 
brings together a range of research 
evidence and data to provide a 
picture of technology provision and 
practice in learning. It covers further 
education and skills as well as 
schools.

http://tinyurl.com/5uzaqq

OECD: Science, technology 
and industry
The OECD Science, Technology 
and Industry Outlook 2008 reviews 
key trends in science, technology 
and innovation in OECD countries 
and a number of major non-member 
economies including Brazil, Chile, 
China, Israel, Russia and South 
Africa.

Using the latest available data and 
indicators, the book examines topics 
high on the agenda of science and 
innovation policy makers, including 
science and innovation performance; 
trends in national science, technology 
and innovation policies; and practices 
to assess the socio-economic 
impacts of public research. A 
brochure presenting the main findings 
is available for free download.

www.oecd.org/sti/outlook

Conference report

Unlocking the Potential of 
Public Sector Information: 
report of the Whitehall 
and Westminster World 
Conference, Caledonian 
Club, 14 October 2008
The full report by Chris Batt is 
available on the SCA blog and is well 
worth a read for anyone interested in 
PSI and re-use. Chris Batt provides 
detailed coverage of this high-level 
event, which included presentations 
from/; Carol Tullo, director of the 
Office of Public Sector Information; 
Dr David Pullinger, Digital Policy 
Director of the Central Office of 
Information; Richard Allen, Chair of 
the Power of Information Taskforce; 
William Perrin, Deputy Director of 
Strategy and Policy, Transformational 
Government, Cabinet Office; plus a 
ministerial address from Tom Watson 
MP, Minister for Transformation 
Government at the Cabinet Office.

The Strategic Content Alliance 
Newsletter is written by Michelle 
Pauli and produced by the JISC 
Communications & Marketing 
team.

The SCA newsletter is produced by the Joint Information 
Systems Committee (JISC) on behalf of SCA partners 
to raise awareness of the issues relating to e-content. 
Contributing authors include members of JISC, SCA 
partners and staff working in the e-content arena. The 
views expressed by contributors are not necessarily 
those of JISC or SCA partners.
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