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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE STRATEGIC CONTENT ALLIANCE and xxxxxx
1.0
Aims and Objectives

1.1
The aim of this Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) is to support a collaborative, cross-sectoral partnership to build a UK e-Content Framework.
1.2
The organisations listed below are committed to working together to achieve the aim of creating a common online information environment to support life long learning by developing and supporting common tools and services to provide access to, and delivery of, resources. These will be developed as part of a UK e-Content Framework
2.0
Background

2.1
The Strategic-Content Alliance (SCA) http://www.jisc.ac.uk/whatwedo/themes/eresources/sea.aspx  is sponsored by seven organisations – the Joint Information Systems Committee (JISC); British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC); British Library (BL); BECTA; Museums, Libraries and Archives Council (MLA); National Health Service (NHS); and the National e-Science Centre (NeSC) and underpinned by a Memorandum of Understanding. It builds on the work of the Common Information Environment http://www.common-info.org.uk/ in collaboration with others across the public, not-for-profit and commercial sectors. 

2.2
The Strategic Content Alliance aims to build a common information environment underpinned by a UK e-Content Framework of principles and good practices. This is being developed so that users of publicly funded e-content can gain best value from public investment through reducing the barriers that currently inhibit access, use and re-use of e-content.

Access to high quality on-line information and learning resources are essential to the citizen if we are to achieve educational excellence. Networked resources clearly offer a new potential for all, and have the advantage that they can be made available to those formally or informally engaged in learning. What is apparent however is that finding and using the right resources is not easy. Without the enabling role of a managed environment, the user cannot always be confident about the quality or relevance of the information they access. 

The seven Strategic Content Alliance  sponsors recognise that parallel investment has taken place in the digital educational assets, infrastructure and services to support enhanced engagement with on-line resources for formal and informal learning. There is clearly a risk that without much greater common working our respective contributions in providing access to new digital resources will be limited to individual branded networks, and that users will not fully benefit from the central investment that has been made in these initiatives.

Therefore, a number of key organisations working to promote educational excellence through technology in the public sector have agreed to build on existing work to enhance access to on-line resources.

3.0
Affiliate Membership
Affiliate Members of the Strategic Content Alliance will receive the following benefits:

· Exclusive invitation only events which are restricted to affiliate and sponsoring organisations;

· Bi-monthly newsletter;

· Exclusive blog; email and wiki for affiliate and sponsoring organisations;

· Ability to influence the development of the UK e-Content Framework through peer review and events particpation. 
3.1
Affiliate Membership of the Strategic Content Alliance is conditional upon the applicant accepting and abiding by the Rules (see Item 3.2). The affiliate member acknowledges that these are binding and enforceable against the applicant by the Project Team at JISC. The applicant must meet the criteria for affiliate membership which are:

· They are representative of a public, private or voluntary sector body that provides either significant e-content services to their constituency of user or provides strategic policy direction on or about e-content;

· They comply to the JISC Information Environment Standards
 and/or MINERVA technical guidelines
;

· They are able to contribute the work of the Strategic Content Alliance through active participation in either some or all of the work packages outlined in the work plan;

· They will consider adopting the UK e-Content Framework which is being developed by the Strategic Content Alliance and provide advocacy for it.

3.2
Rules which apply to all Affiliate Members:

·    Information (data) supplied to the Strategic Content Alliance or another member is accurate and up-to-date;

· They will observe best practice in relation to the exchange and processing of any information supplied by the Strategic Content Alliance or another member;

· They will not act in any manner which damages or otherwise adversely affect the reputation of the Strategic Content Alliance or another member;

· The member may use the Strategic Content Alliance logo in accordance with the logo usage rules located at (insert URL) which maybe updated from time to time;

· The member grants the Strategic Content Alliance the right to publish the member’s name for the purposes of  promoting the Strategic Content Alliance and/or the UK e-Content Framework;

· The member must comply with any applicable legislation in relation to date protection, including the Data Protection Act 1998 and the Freedom of Information Act. 

3.3
Termination

The member may voluntarily withdraw from the Strategic Content Alliance upon 30 working days’ notice in writing to the SCA Project Director at JISC. 

The Strategic Content Alliance may dissolve the Alliance including the Affiliate membership scheme upon no less that 3 month’s notice to all Members. It is currently planned that the work of the Alliance will be completed no later than March 2009.
3.4
Consequences of Cessation of Affiliate Membership

Following the cessation of Affiliate Member’s membership:

· The Strategic Content Alliance will cease to publish the member’s Sponsor or Affiliate logo and membership details. It will inform remaining members that the organisation is no longer a member:

· Participation at events, both actual and virtual will cease with immediate effect;

· Invitations to contribute to the development of the UK e-content Framework, through peer review will cease.   
The former member organisation will, at its own cost:

· Cease to hold itself out as being an affiliate member of the Strategic Content Alliance and/or adopter of the UK e-Content Framework;

· Remove the Strategic Content Alliance logo from all its materials and website.

3.5
Changes to Rules and Terms and Reference 

The Strategic Content Alliance may, following consultation with and approval of the Project Board, publish amendments to the Rules and Terms of Reference from time to time, which will become binding on members upon publication. All changes to the Rules and Terms of Reference will be communicated to members in writing and published on the Strategic Content Alliance website with 30 working days notice. 

3.6
Dispute Resolution 

If for any reason a dispute between parties arising from or related to the Rules and/or Terms of Reference, the Project Team at JISC or the member will refer the dispute to their respective representative, whereupon the Director will promptly discuss the dispute with a view to resolution.

If a dispute cannot be resolved it will be escalated to the Senior Responsible Owner at JISC within 20 working days, for review and arbitration. 
Signatures

JISC ON BEHALF OF THE STRATEGIC CONTENT ALLIANCESPONSORS 
Name ___________________________________

Position ___________________________________

Signature___________________________________

Date_________________________________

FOR THE XXX
Name ___________________________________

Position ___________________________________

Signature___________________________________

Date_________________________________

� http://www.ukoln.ac.uk/distributed-systems/jisc-ie/arch/standards/


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.minervaeurope.org/publications/technicalguidelines.htm" ��http://www.minervaeurope.org/publications/technicalguidelines.htm� 
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