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JISC Digest

JISC Digest is a regular quarterly bulletin
designed to provide an update on the latest JISC
activities, news and policy developments.

Innovation, integration, sustainability and working in
partnership continue to be the cornerstones of JISC's
strategy, published in March, part of a longer term ambition
to support the enhancement of the UK’'s competitiveness and
the contribution of HE and FE to society and the economy.

The strategy specifies a range of priority activities which JISC
will be undertaking with partners in the coming years. These
include: the continued development of the UK's e-infrastructure;
the development of a freely available content layer of
academic and scholarly resources; the support of the research
community through e-science, the semantic grid and virtual
research environments; encouraging the further use and
take-up of e-resources; the support of the management,
business and administrative processes of institutions; further
exploration of the benefits of e-learning and its contribution to
widening participation, and an investigation into the ICT skills
and expertise capacity within institutions.

To read the JISC Strategy 2007-2009, please go to:

Over 80 projects, totalling more than £15m worth of funding,
were successful in the latest calls under JISC's capital
programme. The projects are being funded under e-learning,
repositories and preservation, e-infrastructure, users

and innovation and e-research strands of the overarching
programme, which represents an investment of some £90m over
three years. The call for proposals was issued in September of
last year, the second of three under the programme.

The heaviest investment in the current round of funding is
being made in support of the establishment and development
of institutional repositories. Nearly £5m is being awarded to
more than 40 projects, including start up and enhancement
projects, preservation activities, projects to create software,
metadata, retrieval and text-mining tools, and projects
building national infrastructure services.

The current round of funding follows the award of £5.5m

last September and a range of other activities under the
overarching capital programme, including: SuperJANET5,
the upgrade to the JANET network (£27.6m); enhancements
to the national e-infrastructure, including enhancements

in the areas of access management, the National Grid
Service and text mining (£3.6m); the establishment of ‘The
Depot’, a repository which can host research outputs should
institutions not have a repository in which to deposit (£0.5m
- see 2.4}, and collaborative activities with the Higher
Education Academy in the area of e-learning (£2m]. In
addition, a further £12m was awarded to 16 new digitisation
projects in January.

A third call for proposals was issued in April and focuses

on e-learning, repositories and preservation and semantic
services for e-infrastructure, alongside a cross-programme
call to support institutional strategies. The calls will total
£5.3m worth of funding for development across higher and
further education in England and Wales.

Interested bidders are invited to attend a Briefing Day
(previously known as Town Meetings) to learn about the calls,
at Jury’s Inn, Birmingham on 9 May. For further information,
please go to:

For details about all the newly-funded projects, please go to:

With a newly-appointed team in place (see Digest issue

4), the e-Content Alliance has begun its work to develop a
framework to support the provision of public sector e-content
in the UK. Its partners include JISC, the BBC, the NHS, the
British Library, MLA (Museums, Libraries and Archives
Council), the e-Science core programme and Becta. Its stated
vision is ‘to work across the public sector to fully realise

the potential of e-content for all users through the greater
integration of services and technologies and the removal of
political and administrative barriers.’

Building on the work of the Common Information
Environment (CIE], the Alliance has begun its work in various
activity areas, including: e-content audience analysis; the
development of policy and procedures; the creation of an
audit and register; the promotion of standards and good
practice; advocacy and dissemination; the development of
business models and sustainability strategies, amongst
others.



www.jisc.ac.uk/whatwedo/themes/eresources/sea

2.1. EThOSnet - transitioning to a national
e-theses service

2.4. The Depot - ‘a keepsafe repository’

www.jisc.ac.uk/whatwedo/programmes/programme_
rep_pres/ethosnet_announcement_mar07

2.2. JISC and UCAS sign partnership agreement

http://depot.edina.ac.uk/
2.5. JISC and the Higher Education Academy

www.jisc.ac.uk/aboutus/partnerships/ucas

2.3. JISC and Research Councils strengthen
cooperation

www.jisc.ac.uk/aboutus/partnerships/he_academy

2.6. e-Books Observatory




www.jiscebooksproject.org

2.7. Digitisation of Parliamentary papers

www.jiscinfonet.ac.uk/foi-survey/2006/results

3.2. Open source software - questions of
sustainability

www.bopcris.ac.uk

2.8 The Users and Innovation programme

www.jisc.ac.uk/whatwedo/programmes/programme_
edistributed

3.3. IPR in student work

www.jisc.ac.uk/whatwedo/programmes/programme_

users_and_innovation - - :
www.jisclegal.ac.uk/publications/studentipr.htm
3.4. Forthcoming reports from the JISC IPR

consultancy
3.1. Freedom of Information

4.1 Multi-national licensing




www.knowledge-exchange.info/Default.aspx?ID=97

4.2. EU petition on open access

5.1. JISC Conference

www.jisc.ac.uk/events/2007/03/event_conf_0307

5.2. JISC/British Library/DPC e-Journals event

www.jisc.ac.uk/news/ories/2007/03/news_ejournals

5.3. Next generation environments conference

www.jisc.ac.uk/news/stories/2007/04/news_nextgen

5.4. JISC sponsors ICT Award

www.thes.co.uk/Awards/2007/
www.jisc.ac.uk/THESAwards

p.pothen@jisc.ac.uk




