Preservation Group meeting 5 July 2007 
at 4-5 July Repositories and Preservation Programme Meeting
Participants 
Chris Awre, Hull – REMAP (meeting convenor); Juan Biccaregui, RAL – Tools and Guidelines for preserving and accessing software research outputs; Leona Carpenter, interim JISC Programme Manager (meeting recorder); Louise Corti, UKDA – Data Exchange Tools and Conversion Utilities (DExT); Richard Green, Hull – REMAP; Mark Hedges, AHDS - SOAPI;  Steve Hitchcock, Southampton – Preserv2; Gareth Knight, AHDS – Sherpa DP2; Malcolm Palfreyman, AHDS – InSPECT
Susan Thomas (CAIRO – Complex Archive Ingest for Repository Objects) and 
Richard Davies (LIFE2) were unable to attend. 
Key aspects from discussion:

· the benefits of identifying the services you wish to build, and being willing to share information about these

· the importance of considering use cases and, specifically, the workflows that derive from these

Themes arising:
· Preservation services – parts of (steps in) a preservation workflow; examples: format identification; format risk assessment (technology watch); format transformation or normalisation. Common needs in ‘preservation space’ can be identified, then be translated into services. So, could we share information about preservation services we identify? (Start with a mailing list.) Could we share code for services? Can we share information about workflows? 
· Need to get developers of repository software involved in preservation issues.

· METS – a METS meeting is needed, and also – maybe in combination – a FEDORA meeting. Some projects are arranged to get together a week or so later to discuss their implementations. 
· The current tendency to change from one repository system to another, e.g., from D-Space to FEDORA, could be a distraction from dealing with deeper issues of repository mission and policy; while others thought that being more clear now about objectives was part of the reason for such changes. It would be useful to have a set of guidelines that helped advise institutions on their choice of repository, to avoid the need for rapid changes that some mentioned have been occurring.  This could hopefully help institutions plan strategically for what they want their repository to achieve rather than being swept along in the wave (as some seem to be).
· Embedding is a very difficult problem – what can we do about this in the context of repository preservation projects / sub-programme. One idea is that from a preservation perspective archivists are respected and important members of many institutions.  As digital archiving becomes more important, engaging this community more may have benefits in supporting the use of repositories for preservation (and potentially knock on effects from there).
Action:
· Leona Carpenter to raise idea of METS workshop in programme events planning.
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