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Executive Summary

The project aimed to map the JISC NESLi2 Online Journals, Datasets, and Ebooks model licences into the ONIX for Publications Licenses (ONIX-PL) format, and to install the mapping into the ONIX-PL editing software that is being developed under a separate and parallel JISC-supported project.
The first of the JISC model licences to be tackled was NESLi2.  A substantially complete first draft mapping was prepared manually and was sent to JISC Collections at the beginning of January 2007, accompanied by a list of queries that had arisen.  At the same time, an examination of the Dataset and Ebooks sub-licences showed that there were unlikely to be further issues specific to those models, although there was some inconsistency between NESLi2 and the others in the treatment of certain permitted usages.

The whole of this work took place in parallel with, and has significantly influenced, the continuing development of the ONIX-PL format and the ONIX-PL Dictionary of terms used in licence expressions.  It is noteworthy that the JISC licences include some quite specific permissions that were neither part of the existing ONIX-PL vocabulary, nor part of the DLF ERMI vocabulary on which some existing Electronic Resource Management (ERM) systems are based.  The ONIX-PL vocabulary has been extended to include these permissions but it remains for future work to determine how such permissions can best be managed within a subscribing institution, whether through an ERM system or by other means. 
Background

At the time of starting the work, the three model licences were undergoing some minor revisions.  Once these were complete, JISC Collections provided us (on 11 December 2006) with the following versions to be used for the project:

· JISC NESLi2 model licence, revised 28 November 2006

· JISC Dataset model sub-licence, revised 30 November 2006
· JISC Ebooks model sub-licence, revised 30 November 2006

Each model licence applies to a whole class of agreements, for online journals (NESLi2), datasets or ebooks.  When JISC Collections enters into an agreement with a publisher for the supply of one of these types of material to subscribing institutions, the appropriate model is used as the basis for a licence or sub-licence “template” that will be used with each subscriber.
Thus there are three levels of licence document: the model licence, which is used as the basis for a publisher-specific template, which is used as the basis for individual subscriber licences. Under NESLi2, each subscriber has its own licence agreement direct with the publisher.  Under the Dataset and Ebooks models, JISC Collections acts an intermediary, and sub-licenses subscribers on behalf of the publisher, except in a few cases where the publisher prefers to license directly.  The mapping project has been concerned only with the model licence or sub-licence, and not with any JISC-publisher agreements, publisher-specific templates or subscriber licences.

Aims and Objectives

The JISC PALS2 metadata project, Electronic expression of Licensing Terms: XML Expression of a Publisher / Library License, delivered an analysis of the Wiley InterScience Enhanced Access License for Academic Users, an equivalent ONIX Publications License (ONIX-PL) representation in the form of an XML message together with definitions of all the terms and appropriate tables of values and an extended version of the ONIX for Licensing Terms data dictionary.  

The aims of this project were to map the JISC NESLi2, Dataset, and e-books model licences into the ONIX for Publications Licenses (ONIX-PL) format, and to install the NESLi2 mapping, of which the other two are derivatives, into the ONIX-PL editing software that is being developed under a separate and parallel JISC-supported project.

Mappings of the three model licences have been successfully completed.  At the time of writing the NESLi2 mapping is still in the process of being loaded into the editing software, since the software development project still has some weeks to run.

Methodology

The approach taken was a combination of detailed analysis and semantic mapping of the JISC licences, drafting of queries and comments on the licences, discussion with JISC to resolve those queries and drafting of the actual license mappings for final approval.
Most of the queries raised in connection with the initial NESLi2 draft expression were answered at a meeting with JISC Collections in early February, and this made it possible to deliver complete drafts of all three mappings on 28 February.  A final meeting with JISC on 7 March provided further clarification, and the final deliverables were adjusted accordingly.  One decision that was taken at this point, at the request of JISC Collections, was not to “iron out” certain inconsistencies that had been identified, but to keep the mappings in line with the wording of the present model licences. JISC Collections will review these inconsistencies in future licences and it was recognised, however, that some revisions might be needed before the mappings were used as the basis for “live” JISC licence expressions.

Implementation

The mappings will be installed as templates in the OPLE (ONIX-PL Editor) and used by JISC to map all of their licences with publishers.  
Outputs and Results

The three mappings have been delivered in the form of six documents, two for each mapping.  The first document in each case carries the complete text of the model licence concerned, annotated to explain how each clause has been expressed in the mapping.  The second document is the XML expression, line-numbered so that it can be cross-referenced from the mapping notes. As a direct result of this work, the ONIX-PL format and dictionary of terms has been updated and can be found at  http://www.editeur.org/onix_licensing.html
Outcomes

As a direct result of this project, JISC will now be able to map all their individual licences into the ONIX-PL format and make them available to libraries in a standard machine-readable form, as requested by libraries at JISC Collections workshops last autumn,

Conclusions

The JISC licences provided a challenging mapping task but, apart from the expected additions to the ONIX-PL vocabulary, there were no major problems encountered.  The process proved valuable, once again, in pinpointing inconsistencies and contradictions in licences.
Implications

This work will result in increased visibility for the ONIX-PL format and increased pressure on the major providers of Electronic Resource Management systems to implement it.  A workshop designed primarily for those ERM providers was organised in Boston in December 2006 and there were positive commitments from the two major suppliers, Ex Libris (now including Endeavor) and Serials Solutions (who provide their ERM system to SirsiDynix and others) , to implement ONIX-PL.
Recommendations 

We recommend that JISC provides a form of words for libraries producing RFPs for ERM systems to ensure that such systems can deal with the level of detail present in the ONIX-PL mappings of their licences. EDItEUR has offered to work with JISC Collections to draft the wording.
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