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Interim Report
	Project Name
	STROLL

	Report compiled by
	Amanda Jefferies: STROLL Project Manager and Project Director

	With contributions from
	Prof Peter Bullen: Joint Project Director and Director of Blended Learning Unit
Ruth Hyde: STROLL Research Assistant
Jon Alltree: Director of Learning and Teaching Institute
Members of the STROLL  Steering Group

	Reporting period
	April - October 2008


	Section One: Summary

	This section provides an overview of the main activities relating to the progress of STROLL from end March 2008 to end September 2008.
The STROLL project has now completed up to the end of Workpackage 7 and is half way through the planning stages of Workpackage 8. This means that the first three planned sets of video and audio diary data collection have now been completed and the data analysis of the audio and video material for Diary 3 is completed. The third set of data collection was begun in March 2008 and completed in early May 2008. We have started using NVivo for further data analysis and to allow comparison across the diary sets.
The numbers participating in the project show that 45 students completed the Spring 2008 diaries. Overall the numbers who have participated in 2 or more diaries are 47 and all 3 diaries are 19. The broad ethnic and programme mix of students has continued. 
Opportunities for disseminating the results across different HE communities as well as within the E-learners’ experiences Phase 2 Programme have continued and are reported fully below. One of the STROLL student participants has taken part at national events organised by JISC to provide a representative student voice. Her contribution has been very well received. 


	Section Two: Activities and Progress

	45 students participated in the 3rd set of data collection through video and audio diaries. Data was collected between March and May 2008, around the Easter vacation and timed to coincide with periods when teaching was still continuing so that a wider experience of technology use might be included. 18 students used video or webcam and 26 students chose to use audio and one student studying overseas submitted a blog. Audio has become more popular with students because of its perceived ease and convenience. The digital audio recorders are returned to the project team who copy the data across and thus the students do not have to copy any files or download them to CDs before returning the data. Learner profiles have now been completed online by 45 of the participating students. 

We have continued to use MS Visio™ software as a means of presenting visually a summary of the data gathered via a mindmap approach. These were shared with the other projects in the meeting in February 2008. As reported before (Interim report April 2008) NVivo7™ was purchased early on in the project and has now been upgraded to NVivo8™, (which offers us the further option of viewing video clips and coding these directly) and during July and August the project team has been transferring the transcripts into NVivo and started coding them. All 3 diary sets have now been coded and are awaiting further review and the focus group material will also be coded in the autumn. The part-time researcher who led our focus groups will be employed to review the coding for reliability.
We are delighted that our Research Assistant Ruth Hyde has now returned to work full time on the project completing the data analysis of the diaries through the summer and renewing contact with the STROLL participants ready for the final set of diaries. We are very grateful to other colleagues in the Blended Learning Unit who have taken on some of the work in the interim to keep the project schedule on target. We are grateful for the continuing support of our colleagues at HRC, especially Julian Boyce whose assistance in the 3rd diary stage by ensuring students participated and collecting their materials was important in ensuring student representation from HRC was maintained.
Student reflective diaries in Spring 2008 again focussed on the key research themes to be addressed. 
· How do learners experience change through their learning journey?
· How do students use and make choices about their time?
· How do students use e-learning tools to support their learning?
· How do students use their personal technologies? 
We provided broader questions across these themes this time to encourage reflection and on review found that the data gathered in this set of diaries was the richest yet as students focussed on examining their own responses to the questions.  

	Section Three: Outputs, Outcomes and Deliverables

	Deliverables arising from the project
The project has added to its set of archived video and audio diary material with the 3rd set of diary material. Some 200+ further pages of transcriptions from the diary material were collected in Spring 2008.
A 3rd set of MSVisio™ mindmaps has now been drawn up for the Spring 2008 data. There is now one set per student at each iteration of the diary and one for each of the main themes covered during the first year of the project.
A set of informal video clips is currently being compiled from the data collection for the 3rd diary around the key themes. 
 Further plans for disseminating the outcomes have been discussed with JISC staff and the Support and Synthesis project. A professional quality DVD with clips from student interviews is planned for Autumn 2008 which will support the dissemination of the student views beyond the timescale of the project.
How do the deliverables differ from your original plan? 
The mindmaps continue to be used to present the individual students’ data. As noted in the previous report this has taken over as an innovative and attractive way to share the key points of the data with the project sponsors and other interested parties.
The online blog plays a minor role in supporting the students as email and texts continue to be used instead. Texting has been an excellent way to keep in touch with students. With the new academic year we will re-launch the use of the discussion group dedicated to the use of STROLL participants only via StudyNet (UH MLE).


	Section Four: Dissemination

	Internal Dissemination
A presentation of the STROLL project and interim findings was made to our University Governors on June 17th 2008

External Dissemination
A student representative from STROLL took part in: 
1. A learners' panel session to represent students' views on using learning technology at the JISC Next Generation event on April 29th  
2. ‘Bridging the Gap’ at  the JISC Innovation Forum on July 16th 
A joint symposium paper with the LEaD, PB-LXP and BLUPs projects was presented at the Networked Learning Conference in Northern Greece on May 5th /6th 2008.
Rhona Sharpe shared a set of video clips from STROLL in her keynote speech at the University of Greenwich E-learning conference on July 8th 
Mind the Gap Workshop at 14th ALT-C in Leeds with members of the Support and Synthesis Group sharing STROLL students’ video clips in a café style discussion on September 10th 2008  and led to a discussion on the perceived usefulness or otherwise of providing podcasts of teaching events.
The book proposal by Helen Beetham and Rhona Sharpe for Listening to Learners includes a chapter to be co-written with Judy Hardy from LEaD (How learners change: critical moments, changing minds) with the first draft due end of October 2008
A paper written by Ruth Hyde and Amanda Jefferies :’ Listening to the Learners’ Voices in HE- how do students reflect on their use of technology for learning?’ has been accepted for the 7th European Conference on e-Learning in Cyprus November 6th/7th 2008
http://www.academic-conferences.org/ecel/ecel2008/ecel08-call-papers.htm


	Section Five: Evaluation

	STROLL project evaluation plan taken from July 2007 Project Plan


	Timing
	Factor to Evaluate
	Questions to Address
	Method(s)
	Measure of Success

	June 2008
	End of 3rd  phase of data capture and progress of project
	Are sufficient students participating?
Is the quality of Video adequate?
Other methods for data capture included

	Review in project team and with steering group. 
Output is interim report for October 2008
	Number of students participating still above minimum required 
Quality of student input satisfactory
No outstanding concerns from steering group


As can be seen from the rest of the report STROLL is in line with the planned evaluation for the project plan

Outline any emerging evaluation issues of interest.
The use of NVivo should assist in drilling down to different layers of data across the 18 months of data capture on the project


	Section Six: Issues and Challenges

	Report on issues or problems that are impacting on the development and implementation of the project. 
The project is now fully on schedule after earlier problems following the illness of the RA.
Report on any unexpected project achievements
Interest in the students’ experiences of e-learning technologies has been much greater than the project team expected. We are thrilled that Mabel Agbenorto has proved such a good ambassador for the project and the university with her enthusiasm for sharing her own experiences of using technology to support learning. 


	Section Seven: Support

	A Steering Group meeting was held on  May 22nd 2008
A meeting with a member of the Support and Synthesis Group (Ellen Lessner) was held on May 16th 2008. 
A phone discussion with Eta de Cicco took place regarding further project dissemination and outputs
 July 23rd 2008
What other contact have you had with the programme manager, or with the synthesis and support team? 
As mentioned before regular updates from Ellen Lessner from the Support and Synthesis team, the regular comments and information appearing on the wiki, and the reminders and invitations from Sarah Knight about useful activities and events have kept the momentum going. 

What other contact have you had with other projects in the programme? 
The wiki has proved a useful place to catch up with everyone else’s projects, especially with a daily news feed via email. Being a stand-alone project we have had less contact with other projects outside the joint meetings but it has been good to meet up on unscheduled occasions at conferences etc





Please note the interim reports, including attachments, will be made available on the JISC website and on the programme wiki with the budgetary information removed.
