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This Symposium will look at the key messages and considerations that can be taken from the latest round of projects funded through the JISC e-Learning Capital programme, in order to consider the implications for the wider community in relation to using technologies to enhance lifelong learning. The projects have explored further the technical, administrative and cultural changes needed to deliver a personalised learning experience that meets students’ needs. They have focused on Admissions and Progression to HE, Continuing Professional Development and Personal Development Planning, and Work-Based Learning, and looked at how technology can be used to support the delivery of learning.
Many students are increasingly selecting and using a wide range of technologies to support their learning and their social life. This presents a potential challenge for institutions, which up till now may have seen themselves as the providers of the learning environment. This Symposium considers the outcomes and lessons learned from the projects, to try to determine what the implications are now for institutions, the sector as a whole, and for Government if we are all to meet this challenge and harness the potential of technology in the future. 

Discussion Papers and Symposium Workshops
The Discussion Papers in this pack result from a range of interviews with JISC-funded project teams and other professionals who are using technology to support lifelong learning. They are intended to act as a springboard for debate at the Symposium workshops, where the aim is to look at the issues and challenges arising from the projects, together with any strategic implications both for future project work, and for the theme they represent. 
We would ask you to read the Paper(s) before you attend the Workshops, to understand some of the findings that have emerged from the projects, so that they may be used to stimulate discussion and ideas to move things forward in the future. We would like to see the Workshop debates build on the Discussion Papers by looking at the wider implications for Government and the sector, and look to delegates to consider what those issues are for the sector, and how they could / should influence future strategy.
A number of ‘considerations’ have been put forward under each of the three themes as a starting point for the debate. What should we be learning, both from the individual considerations and from the fact that there are common and recurring themes across the strands? 
We believe that the issues are not limited to institution-based funded projects; they have implications for the wider community. What will it take to enable them to be effectively addressed for the future? Should, for instance, specific strategic decisions and policies be developed to enhance the sector’s capability to address these factors? We would encourage delegates to share their own experiences of using technology to support lifelong learning, whether as part of a funded project or not
The starting premise of this Symposium is that there must be practical ways to resolve key, recurring issues, to be able to build sufficiently robust principles and processes both for institutions and the wider community, to actively facilitate progress in the use of technology and innovation across the sector.

The aim of this Symposium, therefore, is to yield practical ideas to help speed up the rate of change in the use of technology to support lifelong learning. The workshops offer an opportunity for delegates to take an active part in that process, to identify and validate key considerations, and recommend ways to meet the challenges for institutions and the wider community – we would like to feel that this event can be a useful step along the road to real change.
We hope that you will see this as an exciting opportunity, and that whichever themed strand you have decided to participate in, you will come with a will to explore tangible solutions to using technology effectively to enhance the lifelong learning experience.
A final report will be produced after the Symposium, which will draw together the key messages from the event, take into account recent strategic reports, and develop recommendations for the sector.

-------------------------
Important Note: 
Discussion Papers have been developed around the three themes – please read (as a minimum) the Paper relevant to the strand you have chosen to attend, as they will be used as the basis for discussion in the Workshops.


















 | Page 2
Page 3 |  

