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The JISC Digitisation Programme is funded with a £22 million
grant from the Higher Education Funding Councils for
England and Wales in recognition that a series of large-scale
digitisation projects would bring signi cant bene ts to the UK
academic sector.

www.jisc.ac.uk/digitisation

This document has been edited and produced by Dicky Maidment-Otlet
and the JISC Communications and Marketing team.



Foreword

Creating online resources that inspire and motivate is crucial to the use
of ICT across all education sectors, and central to the Department for
Education and Skills (DfES) e-strategy. By bringing some of the UK s
greatest scholarly collections to the desktops of all in further and higher
education and research, JISC s Digitisation Programme is beginning to
realise some of the enormous potential of online resources in a wide
variety of formats sound, images, journals, moving pictures, census
data and newspapers.

The programme is not only about digitising resources, but also about
fostering new collaborations as we have seen with the innovative and
productive partnership between JISC, the Wellcome Trust and the
National Library of Medicine to make journal articles freely and openly
available to the education sector. Collaborations across the programme
are also establishing new business models that provide the education
community with groundbreaking and sustainable online resources.

The success of JISC s current digitisation projects, which have already
made available sound resources, population data and medical journals
and will soon deliver further important resources, has been crucial in
raising the pro le of digitised resources and attracting further investment
for 16 new projects. JISC is delighted that this success has been
recognised and that the programme will continue its important work.

Professor Sir Ron Cooke
JISC Chair
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“The JISC Digitisation
Programme has been leading

the way in making more widely
available resources, which are
either inaccessible or hard to
access, something that is quietly
but rapidly transforming education and research in this
country. | look forward to seeing the results of these projects
in the coming years and the uses to which these important
resources will be put.”

Professor David Eastwood, CEO of HEFCE



Bringing all existing
records of Britain s
18th-century
Parliament to users
across the UK

Access to resource:
Free access to UK FE/HE
Institutions

Overview:

The project will allow users to browse,
search and download the texts from
documents of all surviving 18th-century
Parliamentary Papers, Bills, Journals
and Reports. By making previously
obscure materials accessible, it will
release potential to reassess the role
of the 18th-century parliaments at a
critical time of change.
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Aslice of the

world s rich audio

heritage at your
ngertips

Access to resource:
Free access to UK FE/HE
Institutions

British Library Sound

Launch date:
September 2006

Archival Sound
Recordings

Overview:

This ground-breaking project will offer
users an online fully-searchable digital
library of sound recordings from one
of the world s treasure houses of audio
heritage.

Users will be able to integrate some

of the most evocative recordings to
transform learning, teaching and
research. Up to 12,000 recordings,
totalling 3,900 hours of segmented
encodings, will represent the expansive
range and diversity of the British Library
Sound Archive.
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Read all about
Britain and the
world from

the Industrial
Revolution to the
Boxer Rebellion

Access to resource:
Free access to UK FE/HE

Lead site:

Launch date:
October 2007

Web site:
www.bl.uk/collections/
britishnewspapers1800to
1900.html

British Newspapers
1800 1900

Overview:

10 billion words and 2 million pages
are being digitised from complete
runs (or the majority) of 19th-century
local, regional and national British
newspapers.

Iconic historical events will be amply
represented, from the Battle of
Waterloo, the Great Exhibition of 1851
to the opening of the Suez Canal. Read
and repurpose the factual reporting of
the Battle of Trafalgar in the Examiner
and the gory details of the Whitechapel
murders in the melodramatic Illustrated
Police News to name but a few. Many
famous authors of the 19th-century
period wrote for newspapers, and
their work is represented, Dickens and
Thackeray included.



Free access to the
best in medical
publications past,
present and future

Access to resource:
(0]

Lead site:

Wellcome Trust (UK)
and National Library of
Medicine (USA)

Launch date:
Progressive roll-out from
ori

Web sit
http://library.wellcome.
ac.uk/back les/

Partners:
National Library of
Medicine (N
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Medical Journals
Back les Digitisation
Project

Overview:

This project will deliver around 2 million
pages of text, derived by digitising the
complete back les from a number of
historically signi cant medical journals.
All digitised content will be made freely
available through PubMed Central (

). This project is
jointly funded by JISC and the Wellcome
Trust, who are working with the National
Library of Medicine (NLM) in the USA.

Itisn t just the archive, however, that we
intend to make freely available but also
current and future issues published by
participating publishers. Wellcome and
JISC have agreed to fund the back le
conversion and in return the publishers
(as a condition of participation) have

to deposit their current issues into the
PubMed Central archive. Research
articles deposited within PubMed
Central must be made available for free
within 24 months of publication, whilst
all other content, such as editorials,
letters, or reviews, must be made
available within three years.



See and hear the
events that shaped
the 20th and 21st
centuries, online

Access to resource:
Free access to FE/HE
Institutions (TBC)

Lead site:
British Universities Film
and Video Council

Launch date:
ust 2007

Web site:
www.bufvc.ac.uk/
news Imonline

News Im Online

Overview:

Delivery of 60,000 segmented
encodings, totalling some 3,000 hours
from the archives of ITN and Reuters
Television including some of the most
signi cant events of the past century
such as the Crystal Palace re (1936) to
the rstinterview with Nelson Mandela
(1961), from the battle of Newport
Bridge (1975) to the death of Diana,
Princess of Wales (1997). The rationale
is to digitise the broadest possible range
of material to ensure relevance across a
whole range of academic disciplines.

Users will be able to process, search
and download news clips and some
scripts.
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Putting you in touch
with historical
population data

Access to resource:
Open Access

Lead site:
Arts and Humanities Data
Service History

Launch date:
February 20!

Web site:
www.histpop.org

Online Historical
Population Reports

Overview:

600 volumes of Census reports
representing over 200,000 pages and
100 years of population growth  from
9 million people in 1801 to more than
40 million by 1901. The project will give
users free access to historical material
that is currently widely dispersed in
books and microforms across the UK.
Reports relate to the demography,
economy and sociology of the British
Isles between 1801 and 1937.



