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= Developlng Lifelong Learner Record Systems
and ePortfolios in FE and HE: Planning for,
and Coping with, Legal Issues.
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— Il rletary software, source code Is usually
il Fer_J_rJ difirem) users o software.

1thho|d|ng can be enforced by technology
il e :@r Use off IPRs

= S purce code has not always been seen as proprietary,
‘;5, = a‘nd some people think it should be made freely
ﬁ’?’"} ~ available.
———— Richard Stallman — Free Software Foundation, Eric Raymond
: : — The Cathedral and the Bazaar
— Clever use of © licensing has been used to underpin
Free/Open Source Software development
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— Open @urce Deflnltlon (‘OSI approved’)

BOVER501 0SS licences certified by OSI
— HrooﬁJ - ofi licence proliferation

- \/\/m lght developers want to go ‘open source’?

Eee——]| ’“ﬂmdual motivations

9‘-‘—:: == _°_ Altruism, reputation gain, talent signalling, new programming
— skills

— Institutional motivations

e Altruism, reputation gain, profit from participation, benefit
from larger talent pool/user base, strategic motivations
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SREstctive licences - Commercial/Proprietary.
= }'} '_"... £1 . . .

=O8 Permissive licences

| -_';-_;f@ Per3|stent licences

.--—"'

-—-—'-'

—  — OS Persistent & Inheritable licences

= = - Dual licensing - simultaneous use of open
source and proprietary licences.
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- BSDAVIEF/A eshicn

— Free Iétrlbutlon

— e JJr_r tsion modification

wr rosoft — BSD TCP/IP Stack — Windows — no
" release of source code.

:; | ﬂ(?éhce changes acceptable if © notice
— retamed

-
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~ —Not guite the same as, but practically
-~ Indistinguishable from, public domain
software.
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SO EsserGeneralPublic Licence

=
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— Hem} s certain programs, usually sub-routine
IJO_rrL 2s to be licensed under ESF license, but
O k to non-GPL software.

= 'TJee distribution

_.. T— Modification and licence change OK if bundled
— - as a whole into a new work

— However, derivative works must be licensed
under LGPL or GPL.
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— rf:‘s‘,( strlbutlon

— N lJrﬂ iS on modification

— r\JJ uu _dled and derivative works must be under GNU
. *:,‘—*

e _J~€”€ 'GPL is Incompatible with many other

g:f,-‘ rences unless all rights in the other works are

—waived in favour of GNU GPL (“Borg” property).

-® This may be a problem with both restrictive and
many company specific OSS licences.
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ICENCES for OnE product.

BEYanple - Sleepycat Software
— 3@* eleyDB (BDB) embedded database system
E— eepycat OSS licence permits usage of BDB in an app

< e

—— .-J:fﬁr redistribution for no charge, but source code for

5;‘:3“ _ app must be available and freely distributable.

e developer does not want to release source code
can buy proprietary licence from Sleepycat Software
permitting use and redistribution in binary form.
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o nyglj me thexeNnWoelIMproject’sisoftivare code
ERYOU _Want to commercialise it, you' can:

— Iple JFQ(‘ permissively licensed' code into your code

— oumr E“your software with unmodified LGPL software

— oc sibly: dual license your code, depending upon your
P oposed business model

UEI cannot

’.‘mcorporate GPL code (due to inherited licence
_ - conditions)

— Incorporate modified LGPL code (due to inherited
licence conditions)
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SN RGN EXON W OUIRRrojectsisoftvare code
il wr t to license it as Open source youl can:
SNficenporate permissively licensed code into your code

BNcerporate modified LGPL code (but the OSS licence
il st be the GPL)

_ rforporate GPL code (OSS licence must be the GPL)
"-%ﬁ _,T"ff normodified LGPL or GPL code Is incorporated and

i_ 10 other licence applies, you may choose an existing
- 0SS licence or create your own

. If- you are an employee creating code in the
course of your employment, your institution
probably ewns the ©, and decisions about
licensing will lie with the institution.
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an, an existing OSS licence requires an
d~ Standing of the implications of each type
licence for future use of the code, and should
_pproached with care.

fﬂraft'Open Source Policy is available from JISC
'@SS \Watch

— http://www.jisc.ac.uk/uploaded _documents/Draft_JIS
C_Open_Source Software Policy.doc
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