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Project 1 – Online Historical Population Reports (OHPR/Histpop)
http://www.histpop.org



Project 2 – British Library 19th Century Newspapers
http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/findhelprestype/news/newspdigproj/paperdigit.html



Project 2 – British Library 19th Century Newspapers



Project 3 – British Library Archival Sounds
http://sounds.bl.uk/ 



Project 4 – British Official Publications Collaborative Reader Information Service 
(BOPCRIS): 18th Century Official Parliamentary Publications Portal 1688‐1834

http://www.parl18c.soton.ac.uk/parl18c/digbib/home



Project 4 – BOPCRIS 18th Century Official Parliamentary Publications



Project 5 – Wellcome Medical Journals: the backfiles project
http://library.wellcome.ac.uk/backfiles/ 



Project 5 – Wellcome Medical Journals: the backfiles project



TIDSR Toolkit



Overview

Quantitative Methods used in the Toolkit for the Impact of 
Digitised Scholarly Resources:



Overview

Qualitative Methods used in the Toolkit for the Impact of 
Digitised Scholarly Resources:



Interviews

Interviews

• Key project personnel
• Related but non included institutional personnel
• End-user communities
• Subject specialists
• Other stakeholders
• Funding personnel



Interviews

Project impacts revealed through interviews

• Quality of undergraduate dissertation work improved by early 
contact with digitised primary sources
‘Histpop made it possible to do a completely different project’

• Type of research projects being presented at conferences 
increasingly quantitative
‘You do feel the ground shifting...’

• New possibilities for serendipitous research
‘What I’ve found most enjoyable... is the serendipity’



Focus groups

Focus groups

Themes we covered:
• General attitude to and knowledge of digital resources 
• Methods of searching for digital resources 
• Citation of digital resources 
• Issues of trust in discovering and using digital resources 
• Training and support in using digital resources 
• Resource specific questions – findability and usability
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Have you ever published a 
piece based on your work in 
this collection? 

If so, how did you cite the collection? 





Key recommendations to JISC

• Close contact with users when developing a project is key

• Design for serendipitous discovery and flexible uses

• Measure impact from the beginning of any new project

• Monitor impact regularly, but don’t become bogged down by it

• Build in sustainability strategies

• Use the measures for impact to try to enhance impact

• It is essential to view multiple sources of evidence to measure impact

• Inclusion within trusted gateways is important

• Be wary of changing URLs

• Custodians of original / analogue resources (librarians, archivists,  
curators, etc.) should be involved in the creation of the digital resource. 
Development of collections should include librarians, archivists, technical 
staff and programmers, user communities, and domain experts.



TIDSR Contributions



For more information, visit the toolkit at: 

http://microsites.oii.ox.ac.uk/tidsr/

Also, see presentation and slides from “Humanities on the Web: Is it working?”
Date: Thursday, 19 March 2009
Location: Oxford University, Oxford, UK
Webcast URL: http://webcast.oii.ox.ac.uk/?view=Webcast&ID=20090319_274
Slide URL: http://www.slideshare.net/etmeyer/TIDSR

Questions / queries to: eric.meyer@oii.ox.ac.uk
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