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Some questions?

• When do we assess value? Why?

• Who assesses value? When?

• How do we assess value? 

• How do we preserve it?

• What impacts on value?

• Is it worth assessing value?

• How different are the answers to such questions 
in a digital environment?

• Context –                project – explored 
preservation of historically valuable born-digital 
personal archives using politicians' archives.
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Impact of creator decisions on 
value

• Arrangement (or lack of...)

• Storage decisions 

• Format choices

• Retention decisions

• Naturalness

• Metadata

• Preservation awareness

• All tend to be geared 
towards creator's short- to 
medium-term needs

• Encourage proactive 
approach to collection 
development
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I know it's obsolete, but is it 
valuable?



Collection development

• Limited resources require 
decisions about what to collect

• Collection development 
policies

• Digital provokes re-think of 
collection development 
strategies: more proactive

• Benefit of hindsight lost in 
proactive collecting; digital 
degradation and obsolescence 
are risks in reactive collecting 

• What is valuable? To whom?

• Involve researchers in shaping 
collection policies & strategies
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Selection and appraisal

• Selecting record series

• Appraisal: content, context, 
structure and technical

• Functions and activities

• Records of these

• Creator input

• Potential research value

• Informational & evidential

• Authenticity, context & 
provenance

• Monetary value? Archivist 
assesses 
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Repository preserves value

• Authenticity - evidential 
requirements

• Format migrations, 
accidental and malicious 
damage all threaten to 
undermine authenticity

• Risks mitigated through 

● Repository security

● Preservation metadata – 
various inc. METS & 
PREMIS

● Documented processes

● Preservation monitoring 
and actions
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Archivists add value on 
access; researchers evaluate

• Archivists create finding aids/ways of 
interrogating the archive

• Researchers evaluate relevance of holdings; 
authenticity, content, ease of use, etc.
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